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OPEN CITY 


Bat Trek 

BY SYDNEY BROWNSTONE 


O n my way to Seward Park’s biweekly 
Bat Trek naturalist walk, my Lyft 
driver, an elementary-school teacher driv- 
ing nights to make up for her salary, reminds 
me that people found a rabid bat near Green 
Lake just last week. 

“Trump is president and rabid bats,” she 
says, sighing over the wheel. 

“Maybe a rabid bat will take me out be- 
fore things get worse,” I say. 

We both laugh, but as the car pulls in front 
of the Seward Park Audubon Center, I feel a 
tingle of excitement. The sun is setting over 
Lake Washington, paint- 
ing the sky a dusky pink 
and tangerine. After the 
last couple of weeks, the 
prospect of death by bat 
feels like something I 
could look forward to. 

When I arrive, I im- 
mediately spot the group. 

It’s a diverse bunch — 
kids with bat finger pup- 
pets, couples, friends, and 
a few seniors — huddled 
around a man in Crocs 
holding up a framed des- 
iccated bat. 

Ed Dominguez is the 
lead naturalist at the cen- 
ter, and he’s been lead- 
ing bat treks, owl prowls, bird focuses, and 
native plant tours at the center for the last 
five years. Later, he’ll inform us that we are 
unlikely to be bitten by rabid bats, as they 
are easy to spot: If they’re rabid, they’ll be 
lying on the ground. Unless we take the bat 
and make it spit into an open wound, we’re 
probably okay. 

That much kills my death-by-bat fantasy, 
but nevertheless, learning about this tiny 
mammal over the next hour and a half made 
up one of the most picturesque, fascinating 
evenings I’ve spent all summer. 

If Dominguez weren’t working at the cen- 
ter, he’d probably fit in on a children’s televi- 
sion show. His love for his natural surround- 
ings is evident in the breadth 
and depth of his knowledge 
on all things bats, owls, and 
their biology. He can sing 
bird songs, and for the hoots 
he cannot replicate, he has 
an app. 

The bat he holds up to 
show us is tiny. It’s just 
about the width of a hand, 
and most of it is made up 
of wingspan and a chunk of 
downy fur. But despite its size, a bat’s physiol- 
ogy is remarkable, and it shares much of its 
DNA with humans. 

We stop by the lake so we can get a better 
view of the animals zipping around. All of a 
sudden, two of them swoop over my head. I 
duck, like an idiot. 

“The old saying you’ve probably heard, 
‘blind as a bat’ — because they’re flying er- 
ratically or one swooped over and almost flew 
into someone’s hair — not at all true,” Domin- 
guez clarifies. 

Bats’ use of echolocation is exceptionally 
precise, and they actually have great eyesight. 
Bats, he tells us, vocalize in pulses at high fre- 
quencies, at about 10 to 20 pulses per second. 


When those sounds bounce back to the bats, 
they’re able to identify objects as thin as a sin- 
gle human hair. Because of this skill, Domin- 
guez tells us that bats like these, little brown 
bats, can eat 2,000 mosquitoes within an hour. 
The bats that swooped over my head knew 
exactly where I was, and they were probably 
going for a mosquito zipping by my ear. 

Even more fascinating: Some of the bugs 
they hunt have evolved to have what can only 
be described as bat frequency jammers. So 
when bats start echolocating, one species of 
moth sends out a signal that tells the bat it’s 


covered in a deadly toxin. 

“It’s amazing that because of this incred- 
ible method, some of their prey species coun- 
tered it with evolution of their own,” Domin- 
guez says. 

Scientists didn’t know much about bats 
until recently, and there’s still much to learn. 
Bats are small and hard to catch, so they’ve 
been difficult to tag and study. But what we 
have learned about bats over the last 40 years 
only proves that there needs to be more study. 

We know, for example, that bats are un- 
able to survive if they can’t fly. Therefore, 
the thin membrane between their long fin- 
gers is exceptionally good at regeneration 
and repair. Bats, like bears, also hibernate 
in winter, where their tiny 
bodies are actually able to 
recycle their urea, mix it 
with amino acids, and use it 
to rebuild any loss of bone 
density they experience 
while they sleep. 

NASA, Dominguez says, 
has started to research this 
process to see if it might be 
able to help astronauts who 
spend long periods of time 

in outer space. 

One of the last things I learn about bats 
is that the mothers roost together. Baby bats 
are raised in a communal setting, and unlike 
other animals, mother bats usually have only 
one pup at a time. 

By the end of the Bat Trek, the sky is al- 
most fully dark, and it’s difficult to make out 
the frenetic flapping wings we saw earlier. 
As the group strolls among the Douglas firs 
and California redwoods back to the parking 
lot, I develop a new fantasy that’s more com- 
forting than the one I had before. I imagine 
myself as a bat, cozied up in a winter roost, 
undergoing superpower transformations as 
I sleep. ■ 
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When sounds 
bounce back to 
the bats, they’re 
able to identify 
objects as thin as a 
single human hair. 


Guest Editorial 


WHY I COULDN’T— NOT WOULDN’T — 

OPEN MY CHURCH TO HURRICANE HARVEY VICTIMS 

BY JOEL OSTEEN, PASTOR, 

LAKEWOOD CHURCH, HOUSTON, TEXAS 


Friends, I come to you today through the 
blood and the light of the rock with the 
Lord of the name in the faith of Jesus 
with a heavy heart. 

It has come to my attention that some 
parties on the internet (may God bless 
them all, and all of you — and me, for that 
matter) were upset with my decision not 
to open my 16,800-capacity Lakewood 
Church as a shelter for folks here in Hous- 
ton who have been having a hard time 
with this weather. 

However, my spiritual adviser (and 
close friend) has encouraged me to 
explain what my reasons were, even 
though I know God already understands, 
and understood better than I ever could, 
before I even knew what understanding 
or reasons even were: 

1 . I know this may sound a little 
whatever, but we just redid the floors 
like a week ago and my floor guy (and 
good friend) Miguel Angel told me that 
if they don't stay absolutely 100 percent 
dry — "dry as the desert where Jesus was 
tempted by Satan" (his words!) — we'll 
just have to start the whole thing over. 
And I'm sorry, but I don't think my 
brothers and sisters whose generous con- 
tributions funded those new floors would 
have appreciated that. 

la. Related: Have you ever smelled 
new floors? In a room that size? I don't 
care how bad the flooding is — nobody 
wants to smell that. 

2. If I have a flaw — and the Lord knows 
I have many (He should — He put them 
there!) — it's that I'm proud of my church, 
even though it's not truly mine; it really 
belongs to the blood of the holy altar of 
the word of the rock of the name of the 
covenant of the Lord our God. Still, I'm 
proud that we can accommodate more 
than 16,000 souls for prayer meetings 
every week. But Houston is a city of more 
than 2.3 million souls. So when I thought 
about it, it didn't seem very fair for us 

to open our doors to only 16,000. That 



IDA MAE ASTUTE 


would be like telling 2,284,000 people 
"there's no room at the inn." Didn't 
sound very Christian to me. 

3. Our brand is the gospel of 
prosperity. 

4. We've all seen the pictures of brave 
people rescuing their cats and dogs as 
the flood waters rise, and I thank God 
for sending them his grace and mercy. 
Unfortunately, my beautiful wife Victoria 
is extremely allergic to all animals, so I 
couldn't really see how letting them into 
the church was going to work. 

5. If you'd like to hear more of what 
my reasons were for turning people 
away from my massive empty Christian 
church in their hour of need, tickets are 
still available for "A Night of Hope with 
Joel and Victoria" (featuring me and my 
beautiful wife Victoria) at the fabulous 
Forum in Los Angeles on October 28. 

Sisters ; brothers , after the words the Holy 
Spirit of the blood of the word of the God 
of the Lord saw fit to put into in my head 
provoked such a backlash online , the Lord 
our God of the word of the spirit of the 
blood put new words into my social-media 
intern's mind and fingers: "Lakewood's 
doors are open. " That works , too! Just 
don't step on the floors or breathe. 



To submit an unsigned confession or accusation, send an e-mail to ianonymous@thestranger.com. 
Please remember to change the names of the innocent and guilty. 



BARFY BUSMATE 

I was just another commuter happily 
going home from work. Then YOU 
sat next to me. You looked a little off 
and immediately started manspreading 
into my seat. You looked like you were ei- 
ther sick or drunk. As the bus headed toward 
the transit center, it happened. You threw up 
with great gusto. It hit me, the aisle, and not 
sure who/what else. I started to climb up the seat 
toward the wall like the scene in Legion. When the 
bus finally got to its destination, you exited the bus — 
no "sorry I hurled on you," nothing. It was pretty flippin' 
disgusting. And I'm filled with dread that one day I will see 
you — my barfy seatmate — again. Thanks for grossing out my 
day/week/month! 


— Anonymous 


STEVEN WEISSMAN 
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Washington, 
welcome to a new Era. 
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Screwed at Sea-Tac 

Airport Drivers Say They’re Not Even Making the Minimum Wage 

BY HEIDI GROOVER 


O ver the last year, taxi drivers have 
paid the Port of Seattle some- 
where around $4 million in fees 
for the privilege of picking up passengers at 
Sea-Tac International Airport. 

And over that same time period, more than 
400 drivers have shared one rank, mold-cov- 
ered bathroom. With one stall, three urinals, 
and a door that stays open, the room reeks of 
urine. Sink water drips into a plastic tub on the 
floor. The situation has been like this for years, 
made even worse now with the addition of 
hundreds of Uber and Lyft drivers. While the 
ride-share drivers wait in a separate lot, they 
share just one Honey Bucket, which some- 
times gets so ripe, they come over to share the 
taxi drivers’ bathroom. 

“It is nasty,” says Mustafe Ismail, one of 
hundreds of mostly minority and immigrant 
drivers who serve the airport. “It is not 
healthy to anybody.” 

But the bathroom — a problem known to 
authorities for years — is just the most obvious 
manifestation of the poor working conditions 
taxi drivers face, according to a group that 
spoke to The Stranger. Represented by Team- 
sters Local 117, those drivers and their union 
representatives say they work under a contract 
that makes it nearly impossible to earn a living 
and support their families. They claim the taxi 
company Eastside for Hire and the Port of Se- 
attle, which oversees Eastside’s operations at 
the airport, are together failing to ensure they 
make the legally required minimum wage ser- 
vicing one of the busiest airports in America. 

*** 

O n August 21 and 23, drivers staged 
two hour-long strikes at the airport to 
protest their working conditions. Soon after, 
the company told 18 drivers not to return to 
work. The workers say they weren’t given a 
reason, but they believe they were suspended 
for speaking up. 


The company tells a different story. East- 
side assistant general manager Chris Van 
Dyk confirms the drivers were suspended, 
but says they violated their contracts with the 
company by standing in front of other cars 
and disrupting business. 

“Our concern was that we had these 
people behaving like somewhere between 
a 4-year-old kid and a thug — a Teamster 
thug — standing there stopping people who 
wanted to work from working,” Van Dyk says. 
“That’s the way things are done in Mogadi- 
shu. That’s not the way it’s done here, okay?” 

Five days after the first strike, 10 drivers 
gathered in a sterile first-floor classroom at 
the Teamsters’ Tukwila office to try to figure 
out how to get their jobs back. Some received 
suspensions but were eventually permitted to 
go back to work. Others are still suspended. 
The drivers all agree they need to get back to 
work, and want a written notice of reinstate- 
ment and a promise of no further retaliation. 

Ismail, who has a new daughter, says in an 
interview, “We are standing up for our rights 
and our freedom. This is America.” 

If the company doesn’t address drivers’ 
concerns, Ismail says, drivers will strike. He 
and his parents fled civil war in Somalia a de- 
cade ago. “You’ve run away from a bullet flying 
in your ears and your life can get caught in 
crossfire, so a strike is nothing to compare.” 

T he gig economy has wreaked havoc on 
the legacy taxi industry. Trip data from 
the Port of Seattle shows a dramatic drop in 
taxi rides in recent years and an increase in 
rides for services like Uber and Lyft. Where 
taxi trips grew nearly 13 percent from 2014 to 
2015, they dropped 10.5 percent the following 
year. Outside the airport, the effect has been 
dramatic, too. In the first two years ride- 
share companies like Uber and Lyft operated 
in Seattle, taxicab revenues fell 28 percent. In 


July, such companies made up about 34 per- 
cent of all ground transportation trips leaving 
the airport compared to 20 percent by taxis 
and the rest by other forms like rental cars. 

Eastside, which last year won exclusive 
rights to run taxis at the airport, has attempt- 
ed to survive by working with the start-ups. 
When Eastside beat out another company for 
the airport contract, it did so with underwrit- 
ing from Uber. Uber promised up to $500,000 in 
“contingent financial backing” for Eastside and 
allowed Eastside drivers to use the app to get 
passengers headed back to the airport instead 
of driving empty, as they often had. Meanwhile, 
Eastside for Hire backed Uber in its fight 
against a City of Seattle law allowing ride-share 
drivers to unionize. The two companies co- 
founded Drive Forward, a driver organization 
that opposes unionization and has fought the 
Teamsters’ efforts to represent Uber drivers. 

Abdul Yusuf, an Eastside for Hire manag- 
er told the port commission earlier this month 
that his company “would like to achieve the 
same thing all the drivers here want.” A 
driver in the audience shouted, “He’s a liar!” 
Yusuf continued: “Our industry went through 
tremendous change. . . If everything is not be- 
ing put in perspective and someone expects 
Eastside to bring back the magic days of the 
industry, that is not correct.” 

*** 

S ome drivers represented by the Team- 
sters say they make about $6 to $8 an 
hour, less than the minimum wage, thanks 
to expenses like insurance, the increased 
number of cars competing for rides, and the 
squeeze from ride-share companies. Fees also 
cut into their wages. 

In winning the airport contract last year, 
Eastside for Hire agreed its drivers would pay 
the Port of Seattle $7 per ride and a minimum of 
$4 million in total fees in the first year, increas- 
ing to $5 million over the five-year life of the 


contract. (Uber and Lyft, meanwhile, pay $5 per 
ride and, unlike taxi drivers, can pass that fee on 
to the passenger.) 

Eastside for Hire charges each driver $495 
a week. Of that, $340 goes to the port to cover 
the $7 per trip fee. That works out to roughly 
49 rides at $7 each. If drivers haven’t actually 
given that many rides in the prior week, East- 
side says it refunds the necessary amount. 
But several drivers say they’re not receiving 
those refunds, meaning they’re paying $495 
a week no matter how many rides they give. 
Since winning the contract, Eastside con- 
tracted about 100 more cars (some cars have 
multiple drivers) at the airport than the previ- 
ous company, meaning fewer rides per driver. 

Alemu Tegegn, who says he works 16 to 17 
hours a day, says, “I am dying.” Another driv- 
er, Sultan Mohamed, says he sometimes waits 
two hours for a ride only to take a passenger 
to a nearby hotel at a cost of $2 to $3. Yet, the 
$7 fee still applies, meaning he loses money. 

Eastside disputes these claims. In its ap- 
plication for the airport contract, the company 
estimated that between rides at the airport 
and rides outside the airport, drivers would 
make $22.85 an hour. Van Dyk would not pro- 
vide data or an estimate of how much drivers 
are making, but says he laughs when he hears 
single-digit estimates. “They’re either not 
counting right or not working smart or both.” 

L ocked into a five-year contract, neither 
Eastside nor the Port of Seattle has 
shown much willingness to change the terms 
of the deal. 

The port staff and CEO (the most recent of 
whom resigned after giving himself and other 
employees illegal bonuses) secure contracts 
like Eastside’s taxi deal, and the part-time 
port commission has an oversight function. 
Seattle port commissioner Fred Felleman, who 
recently helped get two new portable toilets 
delivered to the parking lot where drivers line 
up, calls the bathroom an “embarrassment” 
and says port commissioners “are all aghast” 
about the financial conditions drivers have de- 
scribed. Felleman says he believes, at the very 
least, that Uber and Lyft drivers should pay 
the same fees taxi drivers pay. He plans to pro- 
pose other changes in late September. 

Help from elsewhere may never come. 
While some Eastside drivers are members of 
Teamsters Local 117, the taxi company has no 
obligation to recognize the union. Like Uber 
drivers, Eastside’s drivers own their own cars 
and are considered independent contractors. 
That means they’re not protected by certain 
federal labor laws. 

Several drivers said they felt targeted by the 
company after they became active in the union. 
The company has prevented a Teamsters orga- 
nizer from visiting the lot where drivers line up 
waiting for rides. One driver says he was told 
to remove a Teamsters sticker from his taxi’s 
bumper. But without union protections, they 
may not have the same safeguards against re- 
taliation as other workers have. “We’re going 
to test that,” says Leonard Smith, director of 
organizing at Teamsters 117. 

At the meeting at the Teamsters offices, as 
the drivers debate just how much to ask for as 
they try to get their jobs back, Smith reminds 
them of the ambiguity of labor law when it 
comes to their situations. “There’s no guaran- 
tee that they’ll meet or do any of this stuff,” he 
says. The drivers nod their heads. “It’s a mat- 
ter of forcing it to happen.” ■ 
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Meet John Smelcer, Native 
American Literature’s 
"Living Con Job" 

Is the novelist who was nominated for a 201 7 PEN 
Literary Award really who he says he is? 

BY RICH SMITH 


O n August 10, a young-adult novel 
called Stealing Indians was nominat- 
ed for a PEN Literary Award. The 
author of the book, John Smelcer, 
isn’t well-known. But some writers 
and academics say he is a grifter with dubious 
ties to the Alaskan Native heritage he claims. 

“John Smelcer has been held in great 
suspicion and contempt in the Native world 
for 25 years,” said novelist Sherman Alexie. 
“I saw through [Smelcer’s] facade long ago” 
and I haven’t seen him “be part of any Native 
literature gathering, formal or informal, ter- 
restrial or online, in many years.” 

The Native scholar and writer Debbie 
Reese, who has written extensively about 
Smelcer on her blog, American Indians in 
Children’s Literature, finds “his claims to Na- 
tive identity troubling,” because “Smelcer is 
not a Native person by birth,” because “he 
did not grow up on a reservation or with Na- 
tive people,” and because “students often do 
author studies.” She went on: “In schools, we 
teach children to be honest. It seems that, if 
we herald an author who has not been honest 
with his identity, we are saying one thing (be 


honest) and doing another (by assigning his 
books, we say his deceit does not matter).” 

Her statements are corroborated by a 1994 
article in the Anchorage Daily News, which 
wrote that Smelcer said he “considered him- 
self a Native even though his parents were 
not.” However, he said then and continues to 
maintain that he grew up with Native people 
and has a strong relationship with them. 

The novelist Marlon James, who won the 
Booker Prize in 2015, responded to the news 
of the PEN nomination on Facebook by call- 
ing Smelcer a “living con job.” 

Referring to Stealing Indians, James 
continued: “Let’s leave the title for another 
day. This 2016 book has a blurb from Chinua 
Achebe. Achebe died in 2013.” Other dead au- 
thors who apparently provided Smelcer with 
blurbs over the years include Norman Mailer, 
Saul Bellow, and J.D. Salinger. 

One of the PEN Award’s judges, Kami 
Garcia, said on Twitter, “I’m one of the judg- 
es... We’re working to get [the nomination] 
pulled. As a former teacher, I’m disgusted.” 

In a statement, PEN said they’re aware 
of the claims made against Smelcer and that 


they’re “investigating them further to deter- 
mine an appropriate path forward in accordance 
with our mission to both celebrate literary merit 
and defend free expression for all.” 

None of the judges responded to my re- 
quest for comment. 

Smelcer’s publisher at Leapfrog Press 
attributes these criticisms to racism against 
Native Americans and a general dismissal 
of small presses. “I do see that [Stealing 
Indians ] is the only noncommercial press 
book, and that [Smelcer is] the only Native 
American author on that list” of finalists, said 
managing editor Lisa Graziano. “And both of 
those things make [the book] an easy target.” 

On August 28, five days after this story ap- 
peared on The Stranger's website, PEN USA 
decided to withdraw Smelcer’s nomination. 

♦♦♦ 

Marlon James knows Smelcer because he 
studied in the Wilkes University’s MFA pro- 
gram during Smelcer’s tenure as a mentor 
there. Smelcer was dismissed from his fac- 
ulty position after someone discovered he had 


inflated his academic credentials, according to 
Kaylie Jones, an administrator of the James 
Jones Fellowship, which is based out of Wilkes. 

As Jones tells it, “He stated in his bio that 
he held a PhD from Oxford University. One of 
our faculty, herself a PhD who had access to 
an international database of all PhDs granted 
by universities worldwide, researched his 
claim and found that Smelcer did not hold a 
PhD from Oxford. He was immediately dis- 
missed from the Wilkes faculty.” 

Jones already knew of Smelcer because 
he had been awarded the James Jones First 
Novel Fellowship a year earlier, in 2004. How- 
ever, “after extensive 
research into his 
publishing history,” 
Jones explained, she 
learned that Smelcer 
had “previously pub- 
lished a novel under 
a pen name,” which 
disqualified him from 
submitting to the 
competition in the 
first place. Based 
on this information, 
the James Jones 
First Novel Fel- 
lowship committee 
voted unanimously 
to rescind Smelcer’s 
award. 

Nevertheless, Smelcer still touts the award 
on his website. 

The accusations that Smelcer has fabri- 
cated his Native heritage for professional gain 
go back to the time when he was “hired by the 
University of Alaska Anchorage to increase eth- 
nic diversity among its faculty,” the Anchorage 
Daily News reported in May of 1994. Around 
that time, UAA officials realized that he was 
“not an Alaska Native” but rather “the adopted 
son of an Indian.” 

The newspaper quoted his father, Charlie 
Smelcer, saying, “He’s a blond, blue-eyed Cau- 
casian.” He added that John was “in no way, 
shape, or form raised in a Native environment,” 
and “if he’s used my Native heritage for his per- 
sonal or professional gain, then that’s wrong.” 

At the time, according to the Daily News, 
Smelcer sent a letter to the university assert- 
ing his Native status, and said “he knew his 
letter would leave the impression that he was 
an Alaska Native by birth,” but he accepted the 
position anyway because “he considered himself 
a Native.” (Smelcer now claims on his website 
that the Daily News reporter had an agenda.) 

Debbie Reese has been reporting her efforts 
to discover Smelcer’s complicated relationship 
with his tribe on her blog for almost a decade. 

Reese details a number of Smelcer scandals, 
including his resignation from the University 
of Alaska in 1994 following accusations that 
he’d forged a letter of acceptance from the 
New Yorker for a poem he’d submitted. 

As the administration began looking into 
the question of his credentials, according 
to an August 1994 story in the Daily Sitka 
Sentinel that Reese pointed to, a forged ac- 
ceptance letter from the New Yorker turned 
up in Smelcer’s paperwork. Universities prize 
high-profile publications, and the New Yorker 
is the most high-profile place to publish a 
poem in the country. 

According to the Sentinel : 

Smelcer had given the university a copy of 
a letter with a logo from the New Yorker 
at the top to document his claim the maga- 
zine planned to publish one of his poems. 
But the New Yorkers’ [sic] poetry editor, 
Alice Quinn, sent the university a letter on 
letterhead different from the one Smelcer 
turned in. “I am very sorry to say that the 
letter you faxed me is not one I wrote,” 
Quinn wrote, [adding that the magazine] 
“did not accept a poem entitled Autumn’ ► 


"JOHN SMELCER 
HAS BEEN 
HELD IN GREAT 
SUSPICION AND 
CONTEMPT IN 
THE NATIVE 
WORLD FOR 
25 YEARS," 

SAID NOVELIST 

SHERMAN 

ALEXIE. 
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4 by John E. Smelcer at any time.” 

The Sentinel went on to report that “Dick 
Sutliff, Smelcer’s lawyer, said his client de- 
nies having prepared the New Yorker letter: 
‘We don’t know who did,’ Sutliff said. ‘There 
were a number of people providing docu- 
ments to the university and trying actively to 
get him fired. It’s possible one of them did it. 
But we don’t know that.’” 

The story in the Sentinel was actually 
a republication of a report in the Anchor- 
age Daily News, headlined “UAA Professor 
Quits Amid Credentials Probe.” The Daily 
News’ report mentions that Smelcer “was 
convicted of second-degree forgery in Fair- 
banks” in 1983. He spent “60 days in jail and 
four years probation” after forging, along 
with a companion, “44 checks drawn on sev- 
eral different banks from seven separate 
accounts, for a total of about $600.” Smelcer 
was 20 years old at the time. 

Sutliff is quoted in the piece saying “judg- 
ment was later set aside because he was a 
youthful offender with no prior convictions.” 
For that reason, calling attention to Smelcer’s 
convictions, the lawyer said, was “unfair.” 

The reporter who contributed to both 
of those stories in the Daily News, Robert 
Meyerowitz, told The Stranger that he didn’t 
set out with an agenda against Smelcer, as 
Smelcer indicates on his website. “I set out to 
do a story that I thought was about how the 
university faculty was resisting an affirma- 
tive action hire, then I got a tip that he wasn’t 
Native,” Meyerowitz recalled. 

But it is the question of Smelcer’s status 
as a Native American that pertains especially 
to Stealing Indians, the young-adult novel 
that the PEN judges admired so much. 

On his website, under a headline that reads 
“John Smelcer’s Ethnicity, the University of 
Alaska Anchorage, and the Willful Ignorance 
of Bullies Who Attack Him,” Smelcer writes: 

By all applicable laws of the United States 
(tribal, state, federal), most importantly 
by the Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Act (ANSCA; 1971, 1987 Amendments), 
the largest indigenous legislation in 
American history, I am Alaska Native/Na- 
tive American. I am an enrolled member 
of Ahtna, Inc. and the Traditional Native 
Village of Tazlina, a tribe recognized by 
the U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

Smelcer produces photographs on his 
website of a “Certificate of Indian Blood” 
from the US Department of the Interior 
showing that he has a blood quantum of one- 
fourth Alaska Native, as well as verification 
of his status as a shareholder of Ahtna lands. 

While Smelcer claims he’s “an enrolled 
member of Ahtna, Inc.,” a representative from 
Ahtna told me that Ahtna, Inc. is an Alaska 
Native Regional Corporation and not a tribe. 
Being a shareholder, the representative said, 
does not equate to being an enrolled member 
of a tribe. Neither, for that matter, does having 
a blood quantum of one-fourth Alaska Native. 
Individual tribes, not the US federal govern- 
ment, determine their own membership. 

However, Leandra Hobson, program man- 
ager at the Native Village of Tazlina, one of 
the tribes that make up Ahtna, Inc., confirmed 
that John Smelcer is an enrolled member of 
their village. When asked if she’d ever seen or 
spoken to Smelcer, she said she hadn’t. 

Even though he appears to be an enrolled 
member of the Tazlina village, for years Na- 
tive American writers and scholars have 
decried his books as stereotype factories — 
and so have some mainstream critics. 

As Kirkus wrote in its review of Stealing In- 
dians, which is about four Native children who 
were kidnapped and taken to a boarding school: 

Though the book attempts to decry this 


blight on our history, without sufficient 
context and specifics, it may inadvertently 
encourage Native American stereotypes, 
particularly with teen readers. 

In spring of 2016, the online arm of the 
prestigious Kenyon Review published two of 
Smelcer’s poems that they ended up remov- 
ing for perpetuating “damaging stereotypes 
of Native people.” 

You can read a few lines from one of his po- 
ems, “Indian Blues,” over at the Native news 
website Indian Country. Quoting from the 
poem, author Terese Mailhot says Smelcer’s 
writing is “worse than his backstory,” and 
adds that his poems “give poetry a bad name.” 
Reese said something similar. 

“His representations of his own identity 
are a mess. His writing is a mess. But ig- 
norance in mainstream society means most 
people don’t know enough to see the problem- 
atic representations of self, or problematic 
aspects of his writing,” she said. 

“Smelcer lives on top of a huge pile of du- 
bious claims,” Sherman Alexie told me. “So 
why should we assume that Smelcer is telling 
the truth inside his books? Why should we as- 
sume his books are honest?” 

♦♦♦ 

When I tried to contact Smelcer directly 
through his website to ask about his Native 
status, his response to his critics, the New 
Yorker letter, the PhD from Oxford, the 
blurbs from dead people, the James Jones 
First Novel Fellowship that he still touted af- 
ter it had been rescinded, and even the claim 
on his website that he had once personally 
discovered “a frozen wholly [sic] mammoth” 
while adventuring in Alaska, I learned that 
I needed to go through his agent, Johnny 
Savage. 

Smelcer’s website listed an e-mail ad- 
dress for “Johnny Savage, Founder & CEO 
Savage Werks Entertainment Management,” 
which represented “the industry’s hottest ac- 
tors, screenwriters, writers & musicians in 
LA, Vegas, and across America.” 

Savage’s name struck me as odd, but for 
the moment I didn’t think about it. I sent Mr. 
Savage an e-mail and he didn’t reply immedi- 
ately, but while looking around on his website, 
savagewerks.com, I noticed a funny thing. 



Johnny Ravage, Founder 


Ntkki Ki mallei 
Jana toppcda 
u¥3gmerk5@gTndll jcom 


SCREENGRAB FROM JOHNSMELCER.COM 

SAVAGEWERKS This page was deleted 
after we started asking questions. 

The image of Johnny Savage looked suspi- 
cious to me, so I did a reverse Google Image 
search and discovered that the person in that 
photo is an actor named Ian Somerhalder, 
who appeared on the CW television show The 
Vampire Diaries. Johnny Savage, it turns 
out, does not exist. 

According to a public support ticket, a 
user named “jesmelcer” built Savage’s web- 
site using a Wix template. 

And while the domain registration for 
savagewerks.com was anonymized, I did 
locate another domain registered under 
Smelcer’s name using the savagewerks@ 
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JOHN SMELCER An image of the author as he presents himself at the top of his website. 


gmail.com address. Calling the phone num- 
ber associated with the registrant sent me to 
Smelcer’s voice mail. 

Johnny Savage’s contact information was 
deleted from Smelcer’s website shortly af- 
ter I started making inquiries about Savage 
to Smelcer’s publisher and to Mr. Somer- 
halder. Three days later, all the content on 
savagewerks.com was deleted. 

When I asked Smelcer why he invented 
Johnny Savage, he sent me the following 
message via his publisher: 


Samuel Beckett. 

The idea that Smelcer would use such a 
charged name — both as a slur for Native 
Americans and as a reference to a character 
in a movie about the nonexistence of a char- 
acter — is striking. It opens up the possibility 
that Smelcer enjoys this game of inflating 
his own importance (his agent represents 
the “hottest actors, screenwriters, writers & 
musicians”), of taking subtle jabs at his de- 
tractors (“Savage”), and of making a fancy 
literary reference (Beckett). 


I invented the agent because of Deb- 
bie Reese and her rabid followers who 
for years (20) send me anonymous hate 
emails and death threats. They make fake 
gmail and yahoo accnts. By having a mid- 
dle man, those vicious people realize that 
an agent would never forward such hate- 
ful messages. It cut them down 100%... I 
got peace of mind. Now I only get legiti- 
mate email messages. 

When asked if he’d answer my questions 
about other dubious claims on his website, 
he said, again through his publisher, “I don’t 
talk to newspapers cause [sic] from my ex- 
perience they publish stories to sell papers 
regardless of the truth.” 

Sometime after that, evidently to corrobo- 
rate Smelcer’s story about why he invented 
Johnny Savage, the publisher of Stealing 
Indians e-mailed me a letter that appeared 
to be from Smelcer’s wife, Amber Johnson, 
describing a piece of hate mail that had once 
arrived at their house: 

Sometime in the spring of 2016 he re- 
ceived a letter delivered to our home 
address that was postmarked “Milwau- 
kee, WI.” It did not include a sender’s 
name or return address. The handwritten 
letter inside said, “Stop saying you are In- 
dian or else” and had a crude stick figure 
of a dead person — with the tongue stick- 
ing out and x’s for eyes. 

I did not have any way to verify this story, 
but I had to admit it sounded horrific. Never- 
theless, the story didn’t fully explain the ruse. 
The idea that Smelcer invented a fake agent 
named Johnny Savage in order to fool Re- 
ese and — oof — her “rabid” followers doesn’t 
make much sense. If they truly were sending 
Smelcer mean e-mails, why would they stop 
using his personal e-mail, which he hasn’t 
changed since at least 2007 (it was listed next 
to his name in his capacity as a poetry edi- 
tor for a magazine called Rosebud ), and start 
using this clearly phony e-mail for the Sav- 
age Werks website, which was set up in 2015? 

Two more strange things about “Johnny 
Savage”: That surname is an old slur against 
Native people, and the full name, Johnny 
Savage, is the name of a character in Chris- 
topher Guest’s film Waiting for Guffman, the 
title of which refers to Waiting for Godot by 


♦♦♦ 

Other examples abound of Smelcer us- 
ing inflated, slippery, or charged language to 
make himself look important. 

“My friendship with John Updike began 
in 1994 when he and I served as judges for 
the National Poetry Book Award. I remem- 
ber very well the manuscript we selected that 
year,” Smelcer wrote in the online magazine 
Ragazine in 2012, two years after Updike 
died. As Smelcer tells the story, after his wife 
read him poems from this submission, he was 
convinced that the manuscript would win the 
prize. “I carefully read the entire collection — 

I sent a photocopy of the manuscript to John 
[Updike], who called to tell me he agreed. 
And so Denise Duhamel’s The Woman with 
Two Vaginas won the $1,000 prize and was 
published the next year.” 

The “National Poetry Book Award” 
sounds a lot like the National Book Award for 
Poetry, one of the most prestigious awards in 
the country. The casual reader might think 
that Smelcer and Updike had both been se- 
lected as judges for the National Book Award, 
but neither Updike nor Smelcer served as a 
judge for the National Book Award that year, 
or any year, for that matter, a representative 
of the National Book Awards told me, citing 
digital records that go back to 1989. 

After more research, I discovered that 
Smelcer used to run a small publishing house 
called Salmon Run Press, which published 

II books between 1992 and 2000. The press 
gave out a prize called the “National Poetry 
Book Award,” which included a book con- 
tract and $1,000. 

The poet Denise Duhamel, author of The 
Woman with Two Vaginas, confirmed to me 
that she won the award, and that her book 
was published by Salmon Run Press. When I 
told Duhamel that Smelcer claimed that Up- 
dike was one of the judges, she said, “That is 
a weird story. . . I never heard that John Up- 
dike had anything to do with it.” There are 
two reasons publishers pick famous writers 
to judge their contests. Number one: They 
have good taste. Number two: So the author 
and publisher can publicize the fact that a fa- 
mous writer likes their stuff. Not telling an 
author that a famous writer selected their 
book is unheard of in the publishing world. 

Another poet who won Salmon Run 
Press’s National Poetry Book Award, Dixie ► 
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◄ Salazar, said that her book Reincarnation 
of the Commonplace was published in 1999, 
but that she never received her promised 
prize money. So she contacted Smelcer. 

“I wrote to him later and asked about the 
money, but I didn’t get a satisfactory answer,” 
Salazar told me by phone. “He said he was 
rather put out that I would bring up that prize 
money. We had some contentious e-mails that 
went back and forth, but that’s all I can say 
about that.” She didn’t press further, she said, 
because Reincarnation was her first book, 
and she was just thrilled to have a book out. 

I mentioned the weirdness of calling the 
prize the National Poetry Book Award, and 
Salazar agreed. “I think there was a little 
sneakiness there,” she said. 

Like everything else about Smelcer, the 
question of blurbs from dead people ends up 
being a long story, too. 

On Smelcer’s website, he claims to have 
“collaborated” with internationally famous 
poets such as Denise Levertov and Allen 
Ginsberg, to have cowritten a poem with 
Seamus Heaney “at a pub in Dublin,” to have 
“worked closely” with Michael Jackson “edit- 
ing his poems/lyrics for a proposed collection 
of poetry,” and to have been “one of the last 
students of the legendary John Gardner.” 

This last claim is odd considering that 
Gardner died in 1982, when Smelcer would 
have been 19 and just beginning undergradu- 
ate studies in Alaska. Smelcer graduated 
with a BA in 1987. Gardner taught at SUNY- 
Binghamton, in New York, where Smelcer 
eventually enrolled as a Clifford D. Clark 
Diversity Fellow, but not until decades later. 
He earned a PhD in literature and creative 
writing there in 2011. Whether the two met 
under other circumstances is unclear. 

As for the blurbs from Chinua Achebe, Saul 
Bellow, Norman Mailer, and J.D. Salinger, 
those names alone are staggering. So is the 
coincidence that Achebe, Bellow, Mailer, and 
Salinger were all dead by the time their blurbs 
appeared on the covers of Smelcer’s books. 
Salinger did not allow blurbs to appear on his 
own books, and he was famously reclusive. 

When I contacted the publisher of Stealing 
Indians , Leapfrog Press, to confirm the ve- 
racity of the Chinua Achebe blurb, Leapfrog 
forwarded me a document that Smelcer had 
provided to them. It appeared to be a 2007 e- 
mail exchange between Achebe and Smelcer: 

Thank you for sending me STEALING 
INDIANS, which I have read. Such an 
insidious system of ethnic cleansing. I 
am very pleased to provide these words 
for the book cover: “A poignant story of 
colonization and assimilation, something 
I know a little bit about. A masterpiece.” 

It’s a compelling book. I read it in one 
sitting. I hope you don’t mind I’ve made 
some edits and suggestions to your manu- 
script, mostly about giving balance to the 
story. Good luck with it. 

Leapfrog also provided a document that 
appeared to be signed by Saul Bellow, autho- 
rizing a blurb on another of Smelcer’s books. 
The contract was dated February 17, 2005, less 
than two months before Bellow died. I have 
called and written to the Wylie Agency, which 
represents Bellow’s estate, in an attempt to 
verify the contract, but I have not heard back. 

The Mailer blurb appeared on one of 
Smelcer’s books of poems, Raven Speaks. Ac- 
cording to Smelcer’s website, Mailer’s blurb 
read: u Raven is astonishing! Reading it I can’t 
help feel my own poems wholly inadequate.” 

In another post on Ragazine, Smelcer 
boasts of a two-year relationship with Mailer, 
during which the two supposedly “collaborat- 
ed on a number of literary projects” together. 
Smelcer writes that Mailer helped him 
“structure one of [his] novels” and encour- 
aged him to write Stealing Indians. 


When I asked Mailer’s authorized biogra- 
pher and bibliographer, J. Michael Lennon, 
whether it was true Mailer had given this 
blurb to Smelcer, Lennon wrote to say: 

I was with Mailer at his home when 
Smelcer’s letter arrived with a $100 bill in 
the letter. I can’t recall what he asked for, 
whether it was for a blurb or something 
else. Mailer had sent Smelcer a poem for 
the magazine Rosebud , at another time. 

He was generous and would have sent a 
poem to anyone who asked. But he did not 
collaborate or aid Smelcer on any of his 
books, nor did he ever read them, or give 
a blurb. Mailer wanted nothing to do with 
Smelcer, who has clearly inflated his rela- 
tionships with literary figures. Mailer was 
stunned when he saw the $100 bill and 
mailed it back to Smelcer. 

After I contacted Smelcer through his 
website to ask about this, the page with the 
Mailer blurb on it disappeared. 

♦♦♦ 


Two years ago, Smelcer published a piece 
of writing on the Next Best Book Blog. In 
the post, which is titled “Tit for Tat: A Writer 
Apologizes,” Smelcer writes about having a 
James Bond tattoo on his left shoulder, and 
he shows a picture of it. 



i WILL NU l' SPEAjt 
INDIAN. I WILL NOT 
SPEAK IN DlANM WIL 
NOT S 1 NDlAr 
STEALING INDIANS 
! Will NOT speak 
Indian). \ Will noi 


SPEAK wDlAN-! W! 
mot SPEAK INDIAN 
JOHN SMELCEft / 
i WILL NOT SFP'M 
INDIAN 1 W! 

SPEAK IN !■ : J 


STEALING INDIANS PEN pulled this 
book’s nomination for an award five days 
after this story appeared on The Stranger’s 
website. 


The blog post is an apologia for his “007” 
tattoo and for his love of the fictional British 
spy, as well as a recognition that “much of the 
trouble of [his] life” was due to the fact that 
he’d “adopted [Bond’s] shameful persona.” 

“I loved Bond. I wanted to be him,” writes 
Smelcer about his childhood. Evidently, the 
fascination did not end there. “Even as I write 
this, I’m re-watching the first James Bond 
movie, Dr. No (1962), for the umpteenth time.” 

Later in the post, he describes his young 
self as a charming deceiver. “I remember go- 
ing to my eighth grade prom with one girl 
and, by the night’s end, I had clandestinely 
(like a secret agent) asked three different 
girls to go steady with me.” 

“Bond made me do it!” he concludes. 

When he was “a tweenager,” Smelcer says 
he asked for his father’s permission “to put 
a hundred nudie posters on [his] bedroom 
walls.” When his mom came home from a 
trip to see her son’s handiwork, she wasn’t 
pleased. Smelcer’s response? 

“Again, Bond made me do it!” he writes. 

After examining Smelcer’s career, it 
seems Bond must have made him do a num- 
ber of things. ■ 
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(9/5) Seattle Public Library 
and Town Hall Seattle present 

Nancy Peart w/ Katy Sewall 

'George and Lizzie’ 

Seattle Public Library Central Branch 


(9/6) Sam Kean 

'Decoding the Secrets of 
the Air Around Us' 
Bathhouse Theater, Greenwood 


(9/7) Daniel Handler 
with Sherman Alexie 

All the Dirty Parts' 

Temple De Hirsch Sinai, Capitol Hill 


(9/8) Ann Powers w/ Riz Rollins 

‘Love and Sex, Black and White, 
Body and Soul in American Music' 
The Summit on Pike, Capitol Hill 


(9/9) Saturday Family Concerts: 

The Not-lts! 

Freeway Park, Downtown 


(9/9) Town Hall Seattle, 

Gage Academy of Art and 
Winston Wachter Fine Art present 

Zaria Forman 

'Antarctica: Beyond the Familiar' 
Winston Wachter Fine Art, Downtown 


(9/10) Saturday Family Concerts: 

Dar Williams w/ Rebecca Saldana 

'A Thousand Small Towns' 
Rainier Arts Center, Columbia City 


(9/11) John Nichols 

‘Horsemen of the Trumpocalypse’ 
The Summit on Pike, Capitol Hill 


(9/1 2) Jonathan White 

‘The Science and Spirit of the Ocean' 
University Lutheran Church, U District 


(9/13) Vanessa Grigoriadis 
with Claire Dederer 

'Sex, Power and 
Consent on Campus' 
University Lutheran Church, U District 


(9/20) Town Hall Seattle, MIT 
Enterprise Forum, & Seattle University 

Cyber-Physical Resiliency 
and Security 

Seattle University Student Center; Capitol Hill 


(9/21) Bob Sutton 

‘Howto Deal with People Who 
Treat You Like Dirt' 
Impact Hub Seattle, Downtown 


TOWN-HALL 

SEATTLE 


www.townhallseattle.org 


Internet so fast you can't 
hide your excitement 



Don't blend in — live the Gig Life. 

You like to sicmd out. So why would you blend info the crowd wish ihe some o)d slow 
internet? Gigabit Internel from Wave G gives you the performance and reliability 
you need to do what you wan), when you wanl. There's never a OQnlrad r data capj or 
Catch. That's enough la make any wallflower take notice. 

No contract. No cap. No catch. 


Gigabit. Internet. Speed. 


ONE MONTH FREE' 



Gd G 4 q for just 5 - 0 Q/mardh P and gel your first 
month free. 


1*855-971-1320 ► 30 wave.c 0 m/G 
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WEED 



MIKE FORCE 


Please Shut Up About 
Indica Versus Sativa 


You’re Starting to Sound Like You Don’t 
Know What You’re Talking About 

BY LESTER BLACK 


re you looking for an indica, a sativa, 
or a hybrid?” 

Anyone who has walked into a legal weed 
store has heard this question. The majority 
of pot stores divide their products into these 
groups, and people who buy weed are used to 
the distinction — it’s older than pot shops are. 
Supposedly, indica sedates and sativa uplifts. 
But here’s a peculiar thing: That’s all bullshit. 

The differences between indica and sativa 
plants are physical. Indicas are short and 
squat and supposedly come from the moun- 
tains of Pakistan. Sativas are tall and thin 
and supposedly come from the tropics. But 
according to Ethan Russo, a board-certified 
neurologist and one of the country’s leading 
cannabis researchers, these outward physical 
attributes have no power in predicting what 
kind of high you will get. 

“You cannot tell the effects a plant will 
have based on its shape — the shape of its 
leaflets, its size, or how tall it is,” Russo said. 
“What we really should be homing in on is the 
chemical composition of the plant.” 

Looking at a tall pot plant and deciding 
that smoking its flower will uplift you is like 
deciding how sweet an apple variety is by 
looking at its tree trunk in June. Wouldn’t it 
make more sense to decide the apple’s quali- 
ties by tasting its fruit in September? 

That’s what Russo is advocating for — 
looking at what is actually in the pot flower to 
try to predict how it will get you high. There 
is scientific evidence that certain strains 
produce wildly different effects, and each 
strain’s specific effects are complicated by 
each individual person’s mood, body chemis- 
try, and environment. That’s partly why the 
indica versus sativa distinction is pervasive — 
it offers an easy delineation when the reality 
is complicated. 

But we do know this: There are hundreds 
of active chemicals in weed, called cannabi- 
noids and terpenes, that work together to get 
you high. Cannabinoids interact with your 
brain’s endocannabinoid system; THC and 
CBD are the most commonly known canna- 
binoids, but close to a hundred others have 
been identified in pot. Terpenes are aroma 
compounds found in all plants, and there’s 
growing evidence that pot’s terpenes play a 


big role in psychoactivity. 

Scientists are just starting to understand 
how these terpenes affect people and have 
begun attributing effects to individual ter- 
penes. For example, alpha-pinene, a terpene 
that smells like pine needles, has been found 
to induce alertness and memory retention. 
Limonene, which smells like citrus, can ele- 
vate your mood and may be anticarcinogenic. 

Both terpenes and cannabinoids can be 
precisely quantified with simple laboratory 
tests. Providing these lab reports to consum- 
ers would be a big step toward more informed 
shopping. But it’s more complicated than see- 
ing a terpene on a lab report and being able to 
predict that strain’s effect. Alpha-pinene might 
produce alertness by itself, but there’s evi- 
dence that each individual chemical’s effect is 
mitigated and changed by the other chemicals 
found in the strain. Jeffrey Raber, a chemist 
with a PhD from University of Southern Cali- 
fornia and the scientific director of Bellevue’s 
WERC Shop cannabis lab, explained this at a 
panel on terpenes two weeks ago at Hempfest. 

“You can’t extrapolate too far from what 
basic science has done with only one terpene. 
It’s really whole cannabis compositions that 
we need to start to understand better,” Raber 
said. “Terpinolene is known to be a sedative, 
but it’s typically found with an energetic ef- 
fect. By itself it might have one response that 
the rat or rabbit has in a lab, but together 
with many other terpenes and cannabinoids 
it’s a very different physiological response.” 

Another speaker on the panel, Alison 
Draisin, CEO of Seattle’s Ettalew’s Edibles, 
predicted that the indica versus sativa dis- 
tinction is on its way out. 

“As we move forward, there will be no 
such thing as sativa or indica,” Draisin said. 
“It’s going to be about education and teach- 
ing people to go for the effect rather than go 
for the term sativa or indica.” 

I think it will be stubbornly difficult 
to move past the indica-sativa paradigm. 
Arbitrary distinctions are tough to shed, es- 
pecially when the alternative is complicated 
and not well understood. But a messy alter- 
native based on real science is superior to an 
arbitrary distinction made up by ill-informed 
people selling pot during its prohibition. ■ 
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SAVAGE LOVE 

Hard to Do by dan savage 


My brother just broke up with his girlfriend 
for the second time in eight months. They had 
been together for two and a half years, and she 
became pretty discontent when she finished col- 
lege and my brother entered law school because 
all his time and attention weren’t revolving 
around her. In January, she staged this bizarre, 
soap-opera-esque situation to make my brother 
jealous, and then broke up with him when he 
reacted predictably. (This is 
not speculation — she admit- 
ted to it.) After the breakup, 
my brother became a mess of 
a person — sobbing all the time 
and talking about her to any- 
one and everyone. At the risk 
of sounding insensitive, he was 
unbearable. Then, against the 
advice of my family, he started 
talking to her again and they 
got back together. The second 
breakup came after he snooped 
and found out she had been 
texting her ex-boyfriend. She was telling that guy 
that she was trying to line up her next boyfriend 
while still dating my brother. They broke up 
again, and he’s now back in the same situation. 
He started back at school yesterday. He almost 
fucked that up last time because of her bullshit, 
and I don’t want to see that happen again. Addi- 
tionally, I feel bad this happened — I really 
do — but I don’t have the time or patience to 
have the same conversation with him a million 
times. It’s exhausting and annoying. 

Now Over Brother’s 
Relationship Obsession 

Your brother is an adult. (I mean, presumably 
he’s an adult — they’re not letting minors into 
law school these days, are they?) And since he’s 
an adult, NOBRO, you can’t stop him from mak- 
ing terrible choices or the same terrible choice 
over and over again. But here’s the good news, 
NOBRO: You’re an adult, too! And just as you 
can’t force your brother to stay away from this 
toxic POS, your brother can’t force you to con- 
verse with him all day long about politics or his 
POS ex or Game of Thrones turning into Star 
Trek. (Suddenly, only characters we don’t care 
about die on GoT. I half expect to see red shirts 
on the extras in season 7.) And if your brother 
makes the mistake of getting back together 
with this woman a second time, your adult ears 
don’t have to listen to his adult ass complain 
endlessly about the by-now-predictable conse- 
quences of his terrible choices. 

If you’re feeling anxious about conversations 
you fear being dragged into, NOBRO, let your 
brother know you’re done listening to him sob 
about his ex. “It was idiotic to take her back the 
first time,” you could say. “But, hey, we all do 
idiotic things from time to time, particularly 
where our love lives are concerned. You would 
have to be an idiot, however, to take her back 
a second time. Personally, bro, I don’t think 
you should waste another second of your life 
pining for that manipulative piece of shit. I’m 
definitely not wasting another minute of my 
life discussing her with you. So how about Jon 
Snow getting out that frozen lake full of zom- 
bies, huh? Apparently hypothermia isn’t a thing 
in the Seven Kingdoms.” 

My ex-boyfriend and I were together for a 
year and a half. He is a silver fox who is sig- 
nificantly older than me. I was 23 when we met 
and he was 58. It was supposed to be a fling, 
but it evolved into a beautiful romance. But 
after much consideration (he has a vasectomy 
and already has four kids and will be retir- 
ing soon), we ended it three months ago. It 
was heartbreaking, but we made a conscious 
decision to be close friends and talk every day. 
Out of the blue last week, he asked me if I had 
a boyfriend. I don’t, but I was coincidentally 
about to go on my first date since the breakup. 
He proceeded to tell me he “kinda” has a new 
girlfriend, a woman closer to his age. This was 


not something I wanted to hear, which he could 
tell from the silence that met this disclosure. 
This conversation ruined my weekend. I have 
been unable to eat or sleep. The guy I went on 
a date with was sexy — not a love connection, 
but a bangtown prospect — but I was too emo- 
tionally fucked to do anything with him. Do I 
explain these thoughts to my ex? Let time do 
the healing? Why did my ex feel the need to tell 
me about his new girlfriend? 
Heartbroken Over New 
Ex’s Yummy 

Your ex told you about his new 
girlfriend because you two 
are close friends, right? And 
close friends typically confide 
in each other about their love 
lives, don’t they? And that’s 
what you wanted, isn’t it? 

Backing up: It’s always 
inspiring when two people 
manage to salvage a friend- 
ship after their romantic relationship ends. But 
it’s not possible — it’s certainly not on anyone’s 
list of breakup best practices — to go in an instant 
from lovers to besties who talk on the phone every 
day. You got your heart broken, HONEY, and 
only time can cauterize that particular wound. 
Your reaction to the news that your ex has a new 
girlfriend proves your post-breakup friendship 
wasn’t a “conscious decision” but an ill-advised 
rush. And while the physical aspect of your rela- 
tionship with Mr. Silver Fox ended three months 
ago, you never got out of each other’s pants emo- 
tionally. (A bruised ego might also be contributing 
to your inability to eat or sleep — he got over you 
faster than you got over him.) 

I don’t think you should explain anything 
to your ex right now, HONEY, because I don’t 
think you should talk to your ex for the next 
six months or so. You need to get on with your 
life — and getting on that new guy is a good 
place to start. 

I’m a 26-year-old heterosexual female, and I 

was recently dumped by my boyfriend. He was 
my first love and the person I lost my virgin- 
ity to. We’d been seeing each other for a little 
over a year. I had sex with someone else while 
I was seeing my ex (it was a more casual rela- 
tionship in the beginning). I wanted more, and 
I’m not 100 percent sure but think that’s what 
scared him off. I went into a depression and 
started seeing a therapist. This all happened 
a little more than a month ago. Friends tell 
me that the “best way to get over someone is to 
get under someone else,” but I’m not sure what 
to do. I’m pretty sure I’m doing the thing I 
shouldn’t be doing: holding out hope my ex will 
decide he made a horrible decision and want 
to be with me again. I know it is idiotic to have 
this hope. Can you give me some direction? 

Don’t Underestimate My Pain 

This may not be helpful in the short term, 
DUMP, but it’s not idiotic to hold out hope your 
ex will take you back. It could happen — indeed, 
it has happened for lots of folks. I have two 
friends who are married to men who dumped 
them, regretted it, and begged to be taken 
back. The trick, however, is to assume it won’t 
happen and make a conscious effort to get on 
with your life. (And, if necessary, a conscious 
effort to get under someone else.) Your boy- 
friend/first love/first fuck dumped you a little 
more than a month ago — you’re allowed, one 
month and change later, to live in hope of a 
reconciliation. Odds are good, though, that it’s 
a false hope, DUMP, so don’t pass on any solid 
offers and keep seeing that therapist. ■ 


On the Lovecast, parents, talk smart to your 
kids about sex: savagelovecast.com. 

mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
ITMFA.org 




SEX OFFENDER 
REGISTRATION 
GOT YOU DOWN? 

We may be able to help to 
remove that requirement. 

The Meryhew Law Group, PLLC 

( 206 ) 264-1590 

www.meryhewlaw.com 
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FOOTBALL • BASEBALL • SOCCER • FUN RUNS 

See it all and more at StrangerThingsToDo.com 
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All the Events The Stranger Suggests This Week 


Find the complete calendar of things to do in Seattle 
at strangerthingstodo.com strangerTTD i Stranger Things To Do 



ROBERT WADE 


PERFORMANCE 


Sculptured Dance 


DON'T MISS 


| Huge crowds are expected 
for this year's Summer at SAM showcase of 
local dancers in site-specific pieces, so show 
up early — even RSVPing isn't a guarantee of 
a spot. But do show up! Though the sheer 
number of people at this event might feel 
overwhelming, think of it as an art walk but 
for dance, a civic event where you can snack 
around at food trucks, have a picnic, and 
take in whatever you want to on your terms. 
There will be plenty of goodness to take in. 
Stranger Genius Award nominee Noelani 
Pantastico, Dani Tirrell, Eva Stone, and Price 
Suddarth have all choreographed brand-new 
pieces, which will be performed by dancers 
from Pacific Northwest Ballet, Au Collective, 


and the YC. SAM pairs each company with a 
sculpture from the Olympic Sculpture Park, 
such as Richard Serra's Wake or Alexander 
Calder's Eagle. Over the course of the eve- 
ning, they run through each routine a couple 
times, so make sure to pick at least two you 
absolutely want to see and prioritize those. 
Last year, the whole thing humanized con- 
temporary dance artists and the art in a way 
that observing their grace-in-motion from a 
distance never quite does. I expect the same 
this year. (Olympic Sculpture Park, Thurs Aug 
31, 5-8 pm, free) RICH SMITH 

We also recommend... 

Much Better: 12th Avenue Arts, Wed-Sat, 
$28, through Sept 2 

The Shadow Council: Northwest Film Fo- 
rum, Wed Aug 30, 8 pm, $8 


Vanya & Sonia & Masha & Spike: Bath- 
house Theater, Fri-Mon, $25, through Sept 17 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


FESTIVALS 


Bumbershoot 


DON'T MISS 


Bumbershoot, Seattle's big- 
gest music, comedy, and arts festival, will 
take over Seattle Center for Labor Day 
weekend for the 47th year. This year's 
lineup is full to bursting with local and 
national stars, including headliners like 
Flume, Lorde, Odesza, Solange, Weezer, Big 
Sean, and Gucci Mane, mid-range acts like 
Cody Jinks, Conor Oberst, Vince Staples, and 
Sofi Tukker, and hometown gems like Dude 
York, Porter Ray, Stas THEE Boss, and Crater. 
(Seattle Center, Sept 1-3, $99-$750) 


We also recommend... 

PAX West: Washington State Convention & 
Trade Center, Sept 1-4 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


QUEER 


Dungeons & Drag 
Queens 


DON'T MISS 


Gird your loins for PAX week- 
end with a majestically strange new comedy 
show. Four local drag queens gather together 
to play a D&D adventure, DMed by yours truly 
live onstage — and neither the players nor the 
audience will have any clue what's in store for 
them. Who thought it was a good idea to give 
Harlotte O'Scara a short bow? Also in the party 
is Butylene O'Kipple as a Tiefling charlatan, 
Fraya Love playing as a trident-wielding Water 
Genasi Cleric, and Arson Nicki with a spell 
called "Tasha's Hideous Laughter," which cer- 
tainly checks out. It's drag queens unleashed 
at last with magic, fantasy, and no shortage of 
role-play. (Timbre Room, Thurs Aug 31, 7-10 
pm, $10 adv/$13 DOS) MATT BAUME 


We also recommend... 


ArtHaus 4.0: Uh Oh! Danger!: Kremwerk, 
Sat Sept 2, 7 pm, $7/$9 
Bacon Strip: The Conservatory, Sat Sept 2, 7 
pm, $20/$25 

Fish in the Percolator: A Twin Peaks Drag 
Show: Timbre Room, Fri Sept 1, 7 pm, $8/$10 
Pink Party Prime 9: Neumos, Sat Sept 2, 9 
pm, $15 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


READINGS & TALKS 


Caroline Gerdes 


DON'T MISS 


Twelve years ago. Hurricane 
Katrina devastated the Gulf Coast. The Bush 
administration's slow, dysfunctional, and 
frankly racist response increased the pain 
and anguish of the communities affected by 
the disaster and flooded the rest of the na- 
tion with horror stories. I'll never forget the 
photos of bodies floating down the street, of 
National Guardsmen training their rifles on 
the citizens they were supposed to be saving, 
of "Xs" representing the dead spray-painted 
on houses, and the reports of people shitting 
in the hallways of the Superdome. We're still 
not done sifting through the wreckage, as 
attested by journalist Caroline Gerdes's new 
book. An Oral History of the New Orleans 
Ninth Ward. If you weren't of thinking age 
during Katrina, go learn the people's history 
of this thing. If you were, go add unto your 
stores of memory. (Elliott Bay Book Company, 
Wed Aug 30, 7 pm, free) RICH SMITH 


We also recommend... 


Nancy Pearl: George and Lizzie: Central 
Library, Tues Sept 5, 7 pm, free 

Continued ► 
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IT'S AS GOOD 
AS IT LOOKS 

SOi 

BRUNCH 

SAT & SUN 11AM -3PM 



PUR ATE X www.paratex.com 



Turntable Sales & Service 

Cartridges, Gelts & Accessories - We service DJ Turntables! 


63 03 Roosevelt Way NE Seattle 
206.522.9609 
www.tiawthornestereo.coin 


Hawthorne 

Stereo 

"a. pretty nice place" 


New & Used Hi-fi. 
Music systems to 
fit any budget! 



Antique Mall & 
Avici km House 


Vintage » Mid -Cert Inn * Arlis.in * Antique 
I )«w ■ Gifts . Col Icclihtcs . Monthly Auctions 

Saturday Marche Summit Markets 
Jinn? 24 lh, July 29 th, August 261 In September JOlli, 9 - 3 j>tii 
Sh.ippin^, Hin^nd Tree fntfjfJ Fm i F jAi[if .it Swtlle Public Stlnwdi- 

4 Ypi. n mm J avi a vn t L. ICA>1 bYM J SI Skiiitli I J luJer 51. Sv-ildi’. WA 1F-H1 M 

Mill AUCTION 124M41 

mnhFHUBLcdffl I r« LLiiLiuj. i a^ML-Jc-vk ^ p^q^iicudA 


THINGS TO DO ARTS & CULTURE 

Nate Dern: University Book Store, Fri Sept 
1, 7 pm, free 

Refined Reads Book Club: University Book 
Store, Thurs Aug 31, 6:30 pm, free 
What Every American Should Know: 

Central Library, Wed Aug 30, 7-9 pm, free 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


FILM 


Rumble: The 
Indians Who 
Rocked the World 


you, and doing it on a day you don't have 
to spend with your terrible Republican 
relatives. Join them on their lovely patio 
for "freshly roasted porchetta, house mixed 
salad, a medley of vegetables, roasted 
potatoes, and piadina romagnola (Italian 
flatbread)." (Osteria La Spiga, Wed Aug 30, 
6 pm, $35) TOBIAS COUGHLIN-BOGUE 

We also recommend... 

Sparklefest 2017 at Old Chaser Farm: 

Old Chaser Farm, Vashon Island, Sun Sept 3, 
noon, $60 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


DON'T MISS 


Catherine Bainbridge's im- 
portant documentary traces the impact that 
Native American musicians have made on 
blues, rock, jazz, hiphop, and heavy metal. 
Using Link Wray's menacing 1958 instrumen- 
tal "Rumble" as its anchor (akin to Do the 
Right Thing's use of Public Enemy's "Fight 
the Power"), Bainbridge relates stories of 
several influential, distinctive performers, 
including the Band's Robbie Robertson, 
activist folkie Buffy Sainte-Marie, Mildred 
Bailey, Charley Patton, and a cat named 
Jimi Hendrix. Rumble asserts the primacy 
and resiliency of Native culture despite the 
government's concerted efforts to suppress 
and erase it. (SIFF Cinema Uptown, opens Fri 
Sept 1, $1 1-$14) DAVE SEGAL 


We also recommend... 


70mm Film Festival: Cinerama, $16 per 
film, through Sept 6 

Automatic at Sea: Northwest Film Forum, 
Sept 1-2, $12 

The Big Lebowski: Central Cinema, Sept 
1 - 6 , $8 

The Big Sick: Various locations 
Columbus: SIFF Cinema Uptown, $ 1 1 -$ 1 4 
Dunkirk: Various locations 

The Girl with No Hands: SIFF Film Center, 
$1 1 -$ 1 4 

Good Time: Various locations 

In Pursuit of Silence: Northwest Film 

Forum, Aug 30-31, $12 

In This Corner of the World: SIFF Cinema 

Uptown, $ 1 1 -$ 1 4 

Logan Lucky: Various locations 

Menashe: SIFF Uptown & AMC 10 , opens 

Fri Sept 1 

No Maps on My Taps & About Tap: 

Northwest Film Forum, Sept 1-2, $12 
Patti Cake$: SIFF Cinema Egyptian, $ 1 1 -$ 1 4 
Step: Various locations 
The Treasure of the Sierra Madre: Cen- 
tral Cinema, Sept 1-6, $8 
The Trip to Spain: SIFF Cinema Uptown, 
opens Fri Sept 1, $ 1 1 -$ 1 4 
Whose Streets?: Northwest Film Forum, 
Aug 30-31, $12 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


FOOD & DRINK 


La Spiga s 
Porchetta Feast 


DON'T MISS 


| For a mere $35, you can join 
Osteria La Spiga for their end of summer 
porchetta feast. Porchetta, for the uniniti- 
ated, is a pork belly wrapped around a pork 
tenderloin and roasted for several hours. It 
is an opulently sensual experience, but it is 
also a huge pain in the ass to make yourself. 
Like, you only do it if Jesus was born that 
day or you're giving thanks for all the land 
we stole from indigenous Americans. La 
Spiga, however, is graciously doing it for 


ART 


Viewpoints 


DON'T MISS 


Brian Jungen is a Canadian 
artist of Swiss and Dane-zaa Nation ancestry. 
He is best known for works that combine 
consumer aesthetics with pop-culture rep- 
resentations of indigenous people, like faux 
Native masks crafted from Nike Air Jordans 
or a whale skeleton constructed from plastic 
patio chairs. For this iteration of View- 
points — a rotating series highlighting works 
from the Henry's collection — four related 
drawings by Jungen are on view. Dating 
from the late 1990s, shortly after the artist's 
graduation from Emily Carr University, these 
early drawings use the visual ambiguity of 
silhouettes to create unexpected composite 
images of identity in relation to global con- 
sumerism. (Fienry Art Gallery, Wed-Sun, $10, 
through Oct 8) EMILY POTHAST 


We also recommend... 


MUSEUMS 

Amie Siegel: Interiors: Frye Art Museum, 
Tues-Sun, free, through Sept 3 
Electric Coffin: Future Machine: Bellevue 
Arts Museum, Wed-Sun, $12, through Sept 10 
Kraft Duntz featuring Dawn Cerny: Fun. 
No Fun.: Henry Art Gallery, Wed-Sun, $10, 
through Sept 10 

Summer Wheat: Full Circle: Henry Art 
Gallery, Wed-Sun, $10, through Sept 17 
Terracotta Warriors of the First Emperor: 
Pacific Science Center, $35, through Sept 4 
Yayoi Kusama: Infinity Mirrors: Seattle Art 
Museum, Wed-Mon, $35, through Sept 10 


BorderLands: King Street Station, Fri-Sun, 
free, through Oct 29 

Closed Quarters: Vachon Gallery, Mon-Fri, 
free, through Sept 29 
Einar & Jamex de la Torre: Prographica / 
KDR, Tues-Sat, free, through Sept 2 
Markel Uriu: Detritus: METHOD, Fri-Sat, 
free, through Sept 23 

Martin Lewis: Davidson Galleries, Tues-Sat, 
free, through Sept 2 

Mystical Orchid: Hedreen Gallery, opening 
reception Thurs Aug 31, 5-8 pm, Wed-Sat, 
free, through Oct 14 
Patrick Kelly: In Time: Bridge Produc- 
tions, Thurs-Sat, free, through Sept 2 
Reduction Woodcut Masters (Contem- 
porary Department): Davidson Galleries, 
Tues-Sat, free, through Sept 2 
Seven Bodies: New Members' Show: 
SOIL, Thurs-Sat, free, through Sept 2 
Tatiana Garmendia: Seattle Presents Gal- 
lery, Tues, 12-2 pm free, through Oct 14 
unstable objects: The Alice, Sat, 12-7 pm, 
through Oct 14 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 
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SOUTHPAW 


WQQE3 FIRED PI 7.2 A 



9 Z 612 THM Sw^Twe 


Find more about this & other 
shows throughout the region at: 

ARTS 

ARTS ADVENTURES THROUGHOUT THE PUGET SOUND 




SEATTLE 

PUBLIC 

THEATER 


www.seattlepublictheater.org 


COMING SOON TO ACT Ejjj 



LAUREN YEE 


. VP. . 

■■ ■ V DESDEMONA CHANG 



CONSTRUCTION 

\ mm a 


<it1lln}0lr0.ij^g | 206,292.7676 | 700 Union Slrmsl, Scrafelo 
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RSVP & LEARN MORE: 

PN 8 .org/Scul pture d Da nte 


X- 
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w 


IT WAS GLORIOU 

-7W£ $ TMJVSS? 


PACIFIC NORTHWEST BALLET 


SUMMER 
AT SAM 


r*m 


August 31 

5-8 pm 




OLYMPIC 

SCULPTURE 

PARK 


FREE. ALL ALES LVCNT. WE EWELL LARGE CROWDS FDR 
THIS PROGRAM. lflKJt KVP DOES NOT GUARANTEE FNTR*' 
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HUMP 2017 

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS 

HUMP! once again invites amateur filmmakers, porn stars, porn-star 
wannabes, hotties, kinksters, regular folks, and all other creative types 
to make short porn films— five minutes max— for HUMP! 2017. HUMP! 
2017 films can be hardcore, softcore, live action, animated, kinky, 
vanilla, straight, gay, lez, bi, trans, genderqueer— anything goes at 
HUMP! (Well, almost anything: No poop, no animals, no minors.) 
HUMP! films are not released online or in any other form. Filmmakers 
retain all rights. Appearing in a film for HUMP! means getting to be a 
porn star in a movie theatre at HUMP! —not on the internet. 

EXTRA CREDIT ; PLANNED PARENTHOOD T-SHIRT, 
THE STATUE OF LIBERTY, PING PONG BALLS 

$15,000 IN CASH PRIZES including: 

$2,000 FIRST PLACE, $1,000 RUNNER UP, 

$1,000 JURY AWARD, $5,000 BEST IN SHOW 

★ ★ ★ 

HUMP IS HAPPENING THIS FALL 
in SEATTLE, PORTLAND & OLYMPIA 

ALL HUMP! SUBMISSIONS ARE DUE 

SEPTEMBER 15TH, 2017 by 3PM 

★ ★ ★ 

MORE DETAILS AT 

HUMPFILMFEST.COM/SUBMIT 




9/5 

TUESDAY 



The Crocodile Presents: 

Now, Now 

Cumulus 

All ages 


9/6 

WEDNESDAY 



The Crocodile Presents: 

Alexandra Savior @ The Sunset 

Mascaras 

21 and over 


9/7 

THURSDAY 

9/9 

SATURDAY 



The Crocodile Presents: 

Grace Love / The Guessing Game 

Joyfield, DJ Indica Jones All ages 
The Crocodile Presents: 

Carbon Leaf 

Kat Myers & The Buzzards 21 and over 


9/11 

MONDAY 



The Crocodile Presents: 

Wilsen @ The Sunset 

Lizzy Rose 




Sat 1 1/25 

THE 

HODGETWINS 


9/12 THE LIVING END 9/13 BLU & EXILE @ CHOP SUEY 9/15 MASSY FERGUSON 9/16 DEERH00F 9/18 
I Z 0 N A 9/19 BIG BUSINESS @ THE TRACTOR 9/19 DAN CROLL 9/20 ISKA DHAAF 9/21 RYAN SHERIDAN 
& R0NAN NOLAN @ LO-FI 9/22 J RODDY WALSTON AND THE BUSINESS 9/24 ALLAN RAYMAN 9/26 
SHEER MAG @ CHOP SUEY 9/26 GBH 9/27 JAPANESE BREAKFAST 9/28 MOSES SUMNEY 9/29 TOADIES 


2200 2ND AVE ★ CORNER OF 2ND & BLANCHARD 


TICKETS @ THECROCODILE.COM & THE CROCODILE BOX OFFICE 


★ MORE INFO AT WWW.THECROCODILE.COM * 



f r \ Nectar Lounge UP & COMING 

( NEETAR I 41 2 N 36th St EVERY MONDAY: MOJAM 

V J 206.632.2020 HUEY P 

^ www.nectarlounge.com MASTA ACE 

a 9.13 LASCAFETERAS 

4 9.14 THE CUMBIEROS 

9.15 RANDOM RAB 

8.30 Wednesday (Reggae) £ BLOCKHEAD 

NEW KINGSTON 9.16 LIFE DURING WARTIME 

Georgetown Orbits, Cosmic Serenity RAY JR 

8.31 Friday & 9.1 Saturday 9.20 BLACK UHURU 

9.21 DEVIN SINHA 

THE JERRY GARCIA 9 .22 BARRETT MARTIN GROUP 

CELEBRATION 9.23 THE GOLDEN ROAD 

Andy Coe Band, Matt Butler BIDDADAT 

9.2 Saturday (NoLa Funk) 9.29 j MAYDAY! 

TUBALUBA REUNION 9.30 ELDRIDGE GRAVY & 

FUNKFEST THE COURT SUPREME 

McTuff+Skerik 10.6 TAUK 

9.3 Sunday (Bollywood Dance Party) 10>7 HIT EXPLOSION 

LATIN & INDIAN NIGHT J c 

p ras h ant 10.11 THE ACCIDENTALS 

10.12 THE EXPANDERS 

REVENGE 'OF THE NERDS: 1013 j^ 0 £ S J^" N0 
POST PAX PARTY P N ° P 9^? ; 

Mega Ran, MC Lars, Sammus 10 - ALEC SHAW, 

MAMA MAGNOLIA 

cS bIS ' 10.18 JOE DORIA, 

J?C. -I A Ar T *i »l • . WILL BERNARD, SKERIK 

ft. Skerik, Andy Coe, Tank Abouzied, 

Damien Erskine plus Banda Magda TWIDDLE 

10.20 POLECAT 

HirHrmunrnvFR + 10 * 21 phutureprimitive 

° VER+ + PARADOS IO 

10.26 CLOZEE 

9.8 Friday (DJ/Dance Party) 10.27 LYRICS BORN 

TRL TOTAL REQUEST LIVE 10.29 TROUT STEAK REVIVAL 

#AII4Doras, DJ Pryme, Lo Knows 11.2 BIZARRE RIDE II 

9.9 Saturday (Reggae) THE PHARCYDE 

CLINTON FEARON V* K'TCHEN DWELLERS 

Boogie Brown Band, NITE WAVE 

Valley Green, Selecta Raiford 11.5 RUSS LIQUID 
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Noteworthy Shows This Week 

strangerthingstodo.com ^@SEAshows 



WEDNESDAY 8/30 


Springtime Carnivore, Valley 
Maker, Boots to the Moon 

(Barboza) As Springtime Carnivore, songwrit- 
er/multi-instrumentalist Greta Morgan brings 
an uncommon level of finesse to what can be 
a staid form — loosely psychedelic indie pop. 
Morgan's knack for arrangement and outside- 
the-box thinking is most apparent on Take 
It, It's Yours, an album of covers in collabora- 
tion with Katy Goodman of La Sera, where 
the duo turned formative punk songs (by the 
Stooges, Bad Brains, Buzzcocks) into harmony- 
rich reveries that are nearly unrecognizable. 
Her original material displays similar verve, 
if less ambition. Last year's Midnight Room, 
besides emphasizing Morgan's showy vocals, 
recalls the likes of Neko Case or Cat Power. 
Little about Springtime Carnivore breaks 
new ground, but Morgan's fundamentals are 
strong. ANDREW GOSPE 


THURSDAY 8/31 


Yasiin Bey 

(Neptune, all ages) To this day, Yasiin Bey's 
(then Mos Def's) Black on Both Sides is a 
pleasure to listen to. The album's soul- and 
jazz-sampled beats, whose rounded edges 
were pierced by Bey's athletic and equally 
musical verses, stood as the high point in an 
already elevated moment in hiphop. As the 
album's intro states, "You know what's gonna 
happen with hiphop? Whatever's happenin' 
with us." Since then, Bey's multiple retire- 
ment promises, spotty musical appearances, 
poignant political activism, and trans-Atlantic 
immigration woes (he's dealt with a lengthy 
legal process regarding his over-stayed South 
African visa) have set the scene for a rare 
moment of reflection in the form of a tour 
in which he will perform his 1999 conscious 
rap classic front to back. From the DJ Pre- 
mier-produced "Mathematics" to the Aretha 
Franklin-sampling "Ms. Fat Booty" to the 
resource politics of "New World Water," Bey's 
ahead-of-their time words ring as true and re- 
ntable today as they did almost 20 years ago. 
TODD HAMM 

SassyBlack, Blossom, Goodsteph 

(Neumos, all ages) The artist sometimes known 
as Catherine Harris-White used to rap with 
Shabazz Palaces and later as half of THEESat- 
isfaction. Now she's mostly singing, one 
chilled-out but sly observer from the back of 
the bar, nursing one drink as humanity struts, 
flexes, sometimes belly flops up in the front. 
Listen closer, though, and she finds a way to 
relate through that distance, to herself— then 
outward, again, wondering what she might 
mean to someone else, confident and a little 
scared by turns. Inviting conversation and 
compromise, but never a doormat. Agreeably 
and wittily, she relates how life flows behind 
doors and windows open, closed, stuck, 
painted shut. Implying reasonable discourse 
may now seem unrealistic. Such never stops 
her. ANDREW HAMLIN 

12th Annual Jerry Garcia Celebration: 
Andy Coe Band, Matt Butler 

(Nectar, Aug 31 -Sept 1) The world teems with 
Jerry Garcia acolytes, but few channel the late 
Grateful Dead guitarist's preternatu rally liquid, 
radiant style with more facility and feeling 
than does Seattle's Andy Coe. Week in and 


week out at Blue Moon Tavern, Coe has ap- 
plied his formidable talents toward honoring 
Garcia and the Dead's adventurous improvisa- 
tional spirit and poignant way with melodies. 
This show benefits the Rex Foundation, a 
nonprofit that Grateful Dead members and 
friends launched in 1983 to "proactively pro- 
vide extensive community support to creative 
endeavors in the arts, sciences, and educa- 
tion," according to Wikipedia. DAVE SEGAL 


FRIDAY 9/1 


Northwest Psych Fest: Los Dug Dugs, 
Kinski, Julia Dream, Sky Cries Mary, 
LORBO, Diminished Men, WEEED, others 

(Sunset, Sept 1-3) Here's a "psych fest" that 
really earns its lysergic stripes. Most excitingly, 
it hosts the first US date since 1985 by Los Dug 
Dug's. In the 1970s, this Mexican group forged 
a canon ablaze with artfully brutal rock and 
gritty earworms. Their songs wield a galvaniz- 
ing power combined with a melodic brilliance 
that's rarely heard these days. Other highlights 
include polyglot avant-rock dynamos Dimin- 
ished Men, epic outer-limits jammers WEEED, 
South Korean sike-pop sky-strafers Julia Dream, 
and power-trio outliers LORBO. The event 
also represents a comeback of sorts for local 
gothadelic legends Sky Cries Mary, who will 
perform their awesome cover of the Stooges' 
"We Will Fall," if we're lucky. It's a loaded bill 
to get loaded to, for sure. DAVE SEGAL 

Research: Sotofett, LNS 

(Kremwerk) Now this is one for the music fans 
who are fond of astral traveling. Throughout 
this decade, Norway's famously eccentric dance 
music underground has seen a shift in global 


attention away from the space disco of the 
Alpha Pup and Feedelity labels to the omnivo- 
rous house music proffered by the Sex Tags 
family of labels. Within this close-knit commu- 
nity, Sotofett has emerged as the label's global 
ambassador, releasing the collaboration-heavy 
double LP Drippin' fora Tripp on Honest Jon's 
in 201 5. Since then, he's continued plying his 
strange sounds around the world while gain- 
ing new friends, including estimable Vancouver 
selector LNS, who has released some of the 
most exciting electro via the 1080p imprint and 
Sex Tags sublabel Wania, alongside Sotofett. 
Expect things to get weird. NICK ZURKO 

She Wants Revenge, William Control, 
Jack Bruno 

(Neumos) In 2006, San Fernando post-punk 
revivalists She Wants Revenge became an over- 
night sensation thanks to "Tear You Apart." A 
happy medium between New Order's rhythmic 
sugar and the sexual salt of Nine Inch Nails' 
"Closer," it's one of those songs that you can 
memorize after a single listen. She Wants 
Revenge weren't able to capitalize on the 
song's success, and disbanded in 2012. They 
may be playing Neumos, but whether they're 
back on the record-tour-repeat cycle remains 
to be seen — the group's been playing sporadic 
shows as part of a protracted lOth-anniversary 
celebration. JOSEPH SCHAFER 

Gangstagrass, the Railsplitters 

(Tractor) Aficionados of unlikely sonic hybrids, 
rejoice! Gangstagrass (meh to the telegraph- 
ing name, respect to the exemplary title of 
their 2012 album, Rappalachia) fuse bluegrass 
with hiphop, and the resultant novelty effect 

Continued ► 



SAHIBDAY. SEPTEMBER 9 


ROBS BUNS! BUNS! BUNS) 

BOB'S BURGEES BURLESQUE 


THURSDAY- SEPTEMBER 14 


JESSICA HERNANDEZ 

AND THE DELTAS 


SATURDAY. SEPTEMBER 16/ 3PM 


FULLSCREEN PRESENTS 

KARINA GARCIA 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 / BPM 


EN CANTO 

AND GUESTS 


5UNDAYJEPTEMBER 17 / DAY 


BALLARD CIVIC 
ORCHESTRA 


SUNDAY. SEPTEMBER 17 / NIGHT 


HYUKOH 


IN ML BOURBON BAR 


EVEinf TUES: HJESDAV NJ&HT MUSIC O.U& 
EVERY WED' WQiUTE KiWAOKI 
fVER-VTWUCS CRASH THE GLASS 
EVERY JSWN A&JOLUItLY WAGULOUS 


COMING UP 


9m STEPHEN KEuOCC WI1H special 

GUEST EMILY HEARN 
9/26 RUTH B 
9m SONDE R 

M/1 CITIZENS. THE: SJNG TEAM, 
EAGLE 4 CHILD 

10/ H THE GHOST Of PAUL KvERt 
AND THE LAST REVEL 
IU/2D0ENGLEIB 
1 0/25 PEHMY ft SPJUWDYY 
1Q/27 ROCKY HORROR PAS11E SHOW 
11/17 4 14 HORDING OE EVIL 
VHr-rhANCh H-5NVAL 


AVAILABLE FCft PRIVATE EVENTS 
WWW. CQLUhl HI AC IT YTHr AT E R COM 


Wed 

8/30 

8pm 

LOVING TOUCH- 
VINYL CENTRIC 

HOUSE DJ SETS $5 

Fri 

9/1 

9pm 

DUG 

RARE FUNK 

DANCE PARTY $7 

Sat 

9/2 

9pm 

STILL ILL V. 

ROLLING OLD SCHOOL 
80S, 90S AND 00S 

HIP HOP PARTY! $8 

Wed 

9/6 

9pm 

LOVING TOUCH 

VINYL CENTRIC 

HOUSE DJ SETS $5 

Thu 

9/7 

8pm 

DAISY STRAINS, 

Girls Named 

Tomorrow, 

Asterhouse $8 

Fri 

9/8 

9pm 

COLD SODA 
(Members of 

Cave Singers) 

Sat 

9/9 

9pm 

EMERALD CITY 

SOUL CLUB $10 


thelofi.net 

206-254-2824 
429 tastlakc Ave. East 
An kx 21+ 
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NOTICE 


JAP 


SEATT 


Music by Jack Perla 
L tbreim by Jessica Murphy Moo 


SEPTEMBER 7-17, 2017 
WASHINGTON HALL 


PROVOCATIVE DRAMA WITH 
LOCAL CONNECTIONS 

Treasured possessions become symboLsof home m this Seattle 
Opera commission, inspired by true stories from our region's 
history. Set during World War ll. this chamber opera explores the 
twos of two Puget Sound women: a Japanese American forced 
to leave her home and a German Jewish immigrant preoccupied 
by those she left behind. Art flmerfcoff&redWjS accompanied by 
a 15-piece orchestra. Presented by the Seattle Opera Education 
and Community Engagement Department 

SEPTEMBER 7, 3, Ifc, b 15 AT B:0G PM. 

SEPTEMBER ID & 17 AT 2:110 PM, 

TICKETS: $*$, GENERAL ADMISSION. 

WASHINGTON HAU, 153 LATH AVENUE 
SEATTLEOPERA JRG/ AMERICANDH EA M 
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FRIDAY 9/22 

TURKUAZ 

SINKANE 



TUESDAY 9/26 


ATLAS GENIUS 

FLOR + HALF THE ANIMAL 



WEDNESDAY 9/27 

ALLAH-LAS 

ENTRANCE 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE RUNAWAY & NEUMOS.COM 


NEUMOS.COM | THE BARBOZA.COM | THERUNAWAYSEATTLE.COM 1 925 E PIKE STREET, SEATTLE 
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THINGS TO DO MUSIC 


surprisingly doesn't wear out its welcome. 
Conceived by the producer Rench in 2006, 
Gangstagrass have struck a nerve with their 
urgent, social-justice-slanted verses, rambling 
banjos and fiddles, and chunky funk beats, 
luring major figures like Kool Keith, Smif- 
N-Wessun, and Dead Prez to lend verses to 
their music. At a time when the White House 
nefariously sows racial divisiveness, groups 
like Gangstagrass rebuke such regressive 
ideologies and bolster the prospect of social 
unity. DAVE SEGAL 

VERITE, Tigertown 

(Barboza) VERITE proved herself to be the 
queen of indie years ago, but this year she's 
really outdone herself. The mastermind be- 
hind VERITE is 27-year-old California native 
Kelsey Byrne. After graduating from SUNY 
Purchase, she began releasing music under 
the moniker VERITE, and her debut single 
lit up the blogosphere due to its precise 
style of moody electro-pop. Over the past 
few years, she's self-released numerous EPs 
in the same vein, but 2017 brought her long- 
awaited full-length, Somewhere in Between, 
on her own record label. In addition, she 
was the executive producer on the record, 
making her one of the most badass women 
in music right now. VERITE's catchy, dark 
pop should appeal to fans of Tei Shi and FKA 
Twigs. ANNA KAPLAN 


SATURDAY 9/2 


Simple Plan, Set It Off, Patent Pending 

(Neptune, all ages. Sept 2-3) A Mon- 
treal rock band is embarking on a highly 
anticipated summer tour that coincides 


with the anniversary of a cherished album. 
I'm talking, of course, about Simple Plan, 
whose 2002 debut No Pads , No Helmets... 
Just Balls turned 15 in March. Neon Bible 
it's not, but it is a product of its time: The 
band's snotty, radio-ready sound was practi- 
cally de rigueur for pop-punk in the age 
of Blink-182, and the group's formation 
story involves two members reconnecting 
at a Sugar Ray concert. The focus on young 
white suburban male angst has also aged 
incongruously, a charge leveled against 
much turn-of-the-millennium mainstream 
rock. But unlike your average nu-metal 
jabroni, these guys at least gave us some 
catchy tunes. ANDREW GOSPE 

The Squirrels, Zhongyu & Super Z 
Attack Team, Mark Nichols & the 
Everexpanding Experience Machine 

(High Dive) Once dead, now alive, the Squir- 
rels are still one of the city's greatest bands, 
now and forever. They're back! The world 
needs to know! Took fucking Trump to 
get them to unhibernate, but fuck, let's be 
grateful for small favors. Rob Morgan, who 
knows every rock-and-roll song ever record- 
ed and can kill on at least five of them at 
any one time, leads a ragtag assemblage of 
no-goodniks (one graduated Berklee in Bos- 
ton, another runs a Mexican joint) through 
the heart, soul, alimentary canal, autonomic 
nervous system, and occasionally toenails 
of Western culture. More fun than escaping 
panda videos! And if you're not careful, you 
will learn something... ANDREW HAMLIN 


System 7 

(Terrarium) Well, this is weird. System 7 
playing a venue I've not heard of, on short 
notice? Whatever the odd circumstances 
that brought extraordinary English prog- 
rocker turned techno producer Steve Hillage 
and Miquette Giraudy here, Seattle should 
flock to Terrarium and witness a master of 
baroque guitar calligraphy and creator of 
one of the greatest chillout LPs ever, Rain- 
bow Dome Musick, do his fractalized techno 
thing in a super-rare North American visit. 
Few musicians have so smoothly and reward- 
ingly made the transition from prog legend 
to techno master as has Hillage — nor has 
anyone collaborated with Derrick May, Don 
Cherry, and Boredoms-associated space-rock- 
ers Rovo. This could be a once-in-a-lifetime 
chance to catch this former Khan/Arzachel/ 
Gong member in the flesh. DAVE SEGAL 


SUNDAY 9/3 


Guns N’ Roses 

(Gorge Amphitheatre, all ages) Going in to 
the Guns N' Roses "Once in a Lifetime" show 
last summer at CenturyLink, I had low expec- 
tations. Based off their reputation, part of me 
was anticipating an all-out shitshow. Boy, was 
I wrong. The three original members — Axl , 
Slash, and Duff McKagan — were completely 
in sync, soaring through their massive collec- 
tion of hits as bombs and fireworks exploded 
around them. They played for damn near 
four hours with a handful of costume chang- 
es thrown in for maximum Axl effect. It was 
exactly what you would want from a Guns N' 
Roses show in all its ridiculous, fun, rock-and- 
roll glory. KEVIN DIERS 


MONDAY 9/4 


DoNormaal, So Pitted, RVN, the 
White Tears & Pearl Dragon Is Dead 

(Chop Suey) DoNormaal allegedly raps about 
My Little Pony. I can't pick that out (yet), but 
extra credit to any rapper rapping about My 
Little Pony\ Her second album. Third Daugh- 
ter, offers a heavy helping of Christian praise 
to Jesus and the Lord, plus side trip into 
self-esteem, identity struggles, breasts losing 
their battle with gravity (i.e., they fall off, all 
the way to the floor), going to one's happy 
place, organ drones, slowed-down, DJ Screw- 
style speech, stuff that sounds like it comes 
from old, bug-eyed monster horror movies, 
seagull shrieks, and booty bass. Among other 
things. Order can facilitate chaos. She notes 
that people want to kill her, but remains 
unafraid — an adaptive mindset given (espe- 
cially) such times. ANDREW HAMLIN 


TUESDAY 9/5 


Wovenhand, King Dude, Witch Bottle 

(Highline) Devoutly Christian, but opposed 
to organized religion; steeped in traditional 
Americana, but performing for metalheads: 
David Eugene Edwards, the songwriter behind 
Wovenhand, is a man of deep contradictions. 
The contrasting forces behind Edwards's music 
have only added to its entrancing quality. 
Wovenhand began as a fairly direct con- 
tinuation of Edwards's original alt-country 
project, 16 Horsepower, but in recent years 
he's increasingly embraced the power of tube 
amplification. Last year's Star Power sounded 
like equal parts A Place to Bury Strangers and 
murder ballads. JOSEPH SCHAFER 





.Happy 100th Thelonious Monk! 

HUDSON: Jack DeJohnettV. Larry Cprenadter, John Metfesly. John Scofield ' 
Gregory Porter ■ Dawn Clement ■ Jason Moran: (n My Mind * Brad Mehldau • 
. the Bad Plus ■ Arniria Figarqva * MarquijpHEll'S Blacktet ' Kaomi Moon Siegel 
TS- Monk ■ Matt Wilson ■ Steel House w/ Brran Blade - FtankyTanky 
r Mark GuHiana * Black Rock Coalition • Onjar Sbsa AlroCuba.no 
-iBobrn HoScoma Trio ■ Danclo Perez: PanaMdhfc ■ , ** 

EARSHOT 
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* . ■■ 




SEATTLE'S JAZZ FESTIVAL OCTOBER 8 - NOVEMBER 12 
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LEARN TO DANCE! 


NEW SESSION STARTS WEEK OF SEP 10 
SCHEDULE 6 REGISTRATION ONLINE 
CENTURY BALLROOM 

9 15 E PINE ST ■ CEPi ru HYBALLHDDM.COM 



THURS, 8/31 -SAT. 9/2 

SUSAN JONES 

with the Carveiy Boys , 

Susan won Jack FM and Snoqualmie 

Casino's Funniest Comedian in 7 * 

I T ■Jl 

Washington contest. Club Casino's 
Jokers Run Funniest Comedian contest, 
was a finalist in the "Funniest Woman 
in California" competition, and can 
be seen in the independent film 
'Homeless". She just opened for 

'The Roast Master General" Jeffrey Ross and Brad Garret 
and can frequently be heard on the Bob Rivers show. 

iCOMEWY 109 S. WASHINGTON ST. 

UNDERGROUND “ PMB 


(206)628-0303 

WWW.COMEDYUNDERGROUND.COM 


THIN TO DO MUSIC 


All the Shows Happening this Week 

strangerthingstodo.com ^0 @SEAshows 
★ = Recommended @= All Ages 


WED 8/30 


CENTRAL SALOON Herbert 
Walker Band with Happy 
Times Sad Times, 8 pm, 

$5/$8 

CHIHULY GARDEN AND 
GLASS Polecat, 5:30-7 pm, 
$29 

THE FUNHOUSE The Ditch 
and The Delta, Rozamov, 
Breag Noafa,, 8 pm, $8/$10 
★ ©GENERATIONS Slugs, 
Divorcer, Soul-La-May: Tape 
Release Show, 8 pm, $9 
HIGH DIVE Cody Ray & The 
New Favorites, Champagne 
Honeybee, Aline Vida, 

Aaron Towns, 8 pm, $8/$10 
NECTAR New Kingston with 
Georgetown Orbits, 

8 pm, $13 

THE ROYAL ROOM Funk 
Church, 10 pm, free; Johnny 
Butler with D'vonne Lewis 
and Evan Flory-Barnes, 

7:30 pm, $10 
SEAMONSTER LOUNGE 
Westsound Deep Funk Club, 
Last 9:30 pm, $5 
SUBSTATION Explosions 
Everywhere, Monitor, 

Boxcar Tourists, Pinkys OUT, 

8 pm, $8 

SUNSET TAVERN Garbeau, 

La Fille, Teen Cat, 8 pm, $8 
TRACTOR TAVERN The 
Way Down Wanderers with 
Vito & The One-Eyed Jack, 

9 pm, $12 

If lUI 

©JAZZ ALLEY Buika, 

7:30 pm, $36 

THE ROYAL ROOM Johnny 
Butler with D'vonne Lewis 
and Evan Flory-Barnes, 7:30 
pm, $10 

TIM’S TAVERN Jazz Night 
with Stuart McDonald, 

8 pm, free 

EH 

BASTILLE CAFE BAR Le 

Verlan with DJ Paces Lift, 
8-11 pm, free 
CONTOUR Depth, 9 pm, 
free 

FOUNDATION SUBstance 
Wednesdays, 10 pm, $0-10 
NEIGHBOURS Level Up 18+, 

9 pm, Free/$10 

PONY Bloodlust, 9 pm, free 
Q NIGHTCLUB Forms: 

Ozzie & Cozy Boys, 9 pm-2 
am, $14 

THE RUNAWAY TUF LUCK, 

9 pm-1 am, free 


CLASSICAL/OPERA 


RESONANCE AT SOMA 
TOWERS Seattle Marimba 
Quartet, 7:30-9:30 pm, 
$20/$25 


THURS 8/31 


BARBOZA Juice The God 
with Guests, 8 pm, $12/$ 15 
BLUE MOON TAVERN 
Urban Ghost, Freudian 
Slurp, 9 pm, $7 
chop suey Radio 
Moscow with The Last 
Internationale, 8 pm, $15 
CONOR BYRNE Mi key 

6 Matty, Danforth Hill, 
Charlie Finn, 8 pm-1 am 
CROCODILE Shaman's 
Harvest, 8 pm, $13.50 

EL CORAZON U.S. Bombs 
with Guests, 8 pm, $13/$ 15 
★ FROLIK The Fame Riot, 

7 pm, free 

THE FUNHOUSE Infinite 
Sleep, I Am Infamy, 
Designer Disguise, 7 pm, 


$ 1 0/$ 1 2 

HIGH DIVE Marmalade, 

8 pm, $6 

★ HIGHLINE VHS, Constant 
Lovers, SSDD, Miscomings, 

9 pm, $8/$ 1 0 
HIGHWAY 99 HarpDog 
Brown & The Travelin' Blues 
Show, 8:30 pm, $10 
PARLIAMENT TAVERN 
Heather Edgley with Sarah 
St. Albin, 7 pm, $5 
SEAMONSTER LOUNGE 
Aqua Soul, 9:30 pm, free/$5 
SKYLARK CAFE & CLUB 
Seattle Metal Benefit For 
Marine Wildlife Research, 

7 pm, $10 

SORRENTO HOTEL Summer 
at Sorrento, 5:30-7:30 pm 
SUBSTATION Sonic 
Medicine, Kid Leather, Little 
Hero, 8 pm, $8 
SUNSET TAVERN My 
Cartoon Heart, City Hall, 
Vervex, 8 pm, $8 
TRACTOR TAVERN Lanford 
Black, Po' Brothers, Trash 
Dogs, 9 pm, $8 

If &kA 

★ BARCA Jazz at Barca, 

9 pm-midnight, free 

★ JAZZ ALLEY Cecile 
McLorin Salvant, 7:30 pm, 
$34.50 

un 

BASTILLE CAFE BAR Vinyl 
Internationale, 8-11 pm, 
free 

CONTOUR Jaded, 9 pm, 
free 

GRIM’S Special Blends, 8 
pm-2 am, free 

★ HAVANA Sophisticated 
Mama, 9 pm, free 
MONKEY LOFT Deck'd Out, 
7-11 pm, $7 

NORTH STAR DINER & 
SHANGHAI ROOM Flash 
Party, 6 pm, free 
Q NIGHTCLUB Studio 4/4: 
Goldroom, 9 pm-2 am, $14 
R PLACE Thirsty Thursdays, 

9 pm, free 

THE BALLROOM 

Throwback Thursdays, 

9 pm, free 

TIMBRE ROOM BUTT DAY, 
5-9 pm, free 
TRINITY Beer Pong 
Thursdays, 9 pm-1 2 am, free 


CLASSICAL/OPERA 


© CHAPEL PERFORMANCE 
SPACE End of Summer 
Improvisations & 
Meditations, 8 pm, $5-$15 


FRI 9/1 


BLUE MOON TAVERN 

Fortress of the Bear, 
Fosphene, The Science of 
Deduction, Guests, 9 pm, $7 
★ CHATEAU STE. 
MICHELLE The Gipsy Kings 
with Nicolas Reyes and 
Tonino Baliardo, 7 pm, 
$39.50-$69.50 
CHOP SUEY Candi Pop: 

A Bubblegum Pop Dance 
Party, 9 pm-2 am, $5 
CONOR BYRNE Palatine 
Ave, Wayside, Meadow 
Roads, 9 pm-midnight 
DARRELL’S TAVERN Pagan 
County Rebels, Juda's Wake, 
Nactus, 9 pm, $7 
EL CORAZON Jason 
Richardson & Luke Holland 
with Guests, 6 pm, $ 1 3/$1 5 
HIGH DIVE Speaker Child 
with Guests, 9 pm, $ 1 2/$ 1 5 
HIGHLINE Strap On Halo, 
Adrian H and The Wounds, 
Pill Brigade, Alice, 9 pm, 

$ 1 0/$ 1 5 


HIGHWAY 99 David Raitt & 
The Baja Boogie Band, 

8:30 pm, $17 
THE KRAKEN BAR & 
LOUNGE Sir Coyler & His 
Asthmatic Band, Machine 
Animal, Communist Eyes, 

9 pm, $7 

COMPANY Eldridge Gravy 
& the Court Supreme, Yada 
Yada Blues Band, 6 pm- 
midnight, $15 
SEAMONSTER LOUNGE 
Funky 2 Death, 10 pm, $10 
SIX SEVEN Aline Vida, 

9:30 pm, free 
SLIM’S LAST CHANCE 
Spiderface, The Hard Rocks, 
Loud Motor, 9 pm, $5 
SORRENTO HOTEL Summer 
at Sorrento, 5:30-9:45 pm 
SUBSTATION Shiftercar, 
SunSets West, Dos Manos, 

8 pm, $8 

TIM’S TAVERN Peel Studios 
3rd Annual Party, 8 pm, $5 
VARIOUS LOCATIONS Oak 
Harbor Music Festival, free 

Ifl^ 

★ JAZZ ALLEY Cecile 
McLorin Salvant, 9:30 pm, 
$34.50 

TULA’S Thomas Marriott 
Quartet, 7:30 pm, $18 

un 

ASTON MANOR House Party 
Fridays, 10 pm-2 am, $20 
BALLARD LOFT Flashback 
Fridays, 10 pm, free 
FOUNDATION Resonate 
Fridays, 9 pm-2 am, $15-$30 
HAVANA Viva Havana, 9 
pm, $15 

MERCURY Gasp: JQ, 9 
pm, $5 

NEIGHBOURS Absolut 
Fridays, 9 pm-4 am, $5 

★ PONY Beefcake, 9 pm, 
free 

Q NIGHTCLUB Low_Pass: 
Sirius Hood & Codes, 

10 pm-2 am, $15 

R PLACE Transcendence, 
9:30 pm, free 

STAGE SEATTLE SoSleepyy's 
Bass Therapy, 10 pm-2 am, 
$0/$25 

STUDIO SEVEN Electric 
Fridays, 10 pm-2 am, $0-$20 
THE BALLROOM 
Rendezvous Fridays, 

10 pm, free 
THERAPY LOUNGE 
Nostalgia, 10 pm 
TIMBRE ROOM Double 
Sunrise Club, 8-11 pm, free 
TRINITY Massive Fridays, 
free 

VERMILLION Session 
Fridays, 10 pm-2 am, free 


CLASSICAL/OPERA 


© CHAPEL PERFORMANCE 
SPACE Seattle Composers' 
Salon, 8 pm, $5-$15 


SAT 9/2 


CENTRAL SALOON MettS, 
Ryan, & Collins, Dust Mice, 
Nail Houses, 9 pm, $5/$8 
DARRELL’S TAVERN Aloha 
Screwdriver, The 'Verb, The 
Fentons, 9 pm, $10 
EDEN Gruv: Zach Bruce, 9 
pm, $20/$40 
© EL CORAZON Plini, 

David Maxim Micic, Nick 
Johnston, Beyond The 
Woods, 7 pm, $12/$ 15 
HIGHWAY 99 The Nick 
Schnebelen Band, 8 pm, $17 
HIRAM M. CHITTENDEN 
LOCKS STRUM, 2 pm, free 
NECTAR Tuba Luba Reunion 
FunkFest with McTuff & 
Skerik, 9:30 pm, $10/$ 15 


PUSH/PULL Inner Selfies 
Caleb Thompson, Snax the 
Bunny, Von Wildenhaus, 
7-10 pm, $5 suggested 
RENDEZVOUS Adverse 
Effects, Shorty Loves Me, 
Porky $coop, 9:30 pm, $5 
SEAMONSTER LOUNGE 700 
Saturdays, 10 pm, $10 
SKYLARK CAFE & CLUB 
Humble Urchin, Mark 
Brainard, Joseph Dane, 
Watertoaster and the 
Noshow Dr., 9 pm, $8 
SLIM’S LAST CHANCE No 
Crown, Oliver Elf Army, 
Value Ape, 9 pm, $5 
SUBSTATION Mud On My 
Bra, The Mews, Little Edie, 

8 pm, $10 

TIM’S TAVERN Good 
Riddance, Loud Motor, 
Thrown Out Bones, 8 pm, $5 
TRACTOR TAVERN Drew 
Martin, Vicious Petals, 
Charlie & The Rays, 9 pm, $8 

0 TRIPLE DOOR Pieta 
Brown with Clarence 
Mucaro, 8 pm, $18/$20 
VARIOUS LOCATIONS Oak 
Harbor Music Festival, free 
© WATERFRONT PARK 
Americana Festival, noon, 
free 

1 l\kA 

★ JAZZ ALLEY Cecile 
McLorin Salvant, 9:30 pm, 
$34.50 

SEAMONSTER LOUNGE 

Jazz Brunch, noon, free; 
Cubano Y Latino, 7 pm, $10 
VITO’S RESTAURANT & 
LOUNGE The Tarantellas, 

6-9 pm, free 

un 

ASTON MANOR NRG 

Saturdays, 10 pm-2 am, free 
BALLARD LOFT DJ 
Saturdays, 10 pm, free 
BARBOZA Hey Now, 

10:30 pm, free 
CHOP SUEY Dance Yourself 
Clean, 9 pm, Free/$5 
CONTOUR Europa Night 
with Misha Grin, 10 pm, $10 

★ CUFF DJ Night: Rotating 
DJs, 10 pm-3 am, free 

★ THE EAGLE Stripped 
Underwear Party, 9 pm-2 
am, $6/$8 

EDEN Gruv: Zach Bruce, 

9 pm, $20/$40 
FOUNDATION Elevate 
Saturdays, $15-30 
HAVANA Havana Social, 

9 pm, $15 

KREMWERKSIN, 10 pm- 

2 am, $10 

LO-FI Still III vs Rollin Old 
School DJs, 9 pm, $8 
NEIGHBOURS Powermix, 8 
pm-4 am, $5 
PONY Cucci Bites Back!, 

9 pm-2 am, free 
RE-BAR Night Crush, 10:30 
pm-3 am, $0-$20 
STAGE SEATTLE Vice 
Saturdays, 10 pm-2 am, 
Free/$15 

THE BALLROOM Sinful 
Saturdays, 9 pm, free 
TIMBRE ROOM Stiffed! 
Sunday Tea Dance, 5-9 pm, 
free; Squall, 7-10 pm, $5 
TRINITY Reload Saturdays, 

9 pm, free 


SUN 9/3 


© CHOP SUEY School Of 
Rock: Rage Against The 
Machine, 1:30 pm, $ 1 2/$ 1 5 
EL CORAZON Reagan 
Youth, 13 Scars, Misuse of 
Power, Hostile Takeover, 
Silent Opposition, 8 pm, 

$ 1 0/$ 1 2 
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THE FUNHOUSE 

C Average with Guests, 8 
pm, $8/$ 1 0 

HIGH DIVE Watch Rome 
Burn, Of The Heavy Sun, 
Nothing Sounds Good, 

Lust Punch, 8 pm, $6/$8 
HIGHLINE The Kings, 
Rundown Kreeps, Simple 
Minded Symphony, Echo 
Shot, Day Labor, Landrace, 
8 pm, $10/$12 
NORTH STAR DINER 
& SHANGHAI ROOM 
Greenwood Music Crawl, 
noon-midnight, $18 
RENDEZVOUS 
B'ee with The Blue Hour, 
7:30 pm, $12; Onry 
Ozzborn, Kung Foo Grip, 
LA, DJ El Mizell, 10 pm, $12 
SNOQUALMIE CASINO 
John Michael Montgomery 
and Craig Campbell, 7 pm, 
$25-$60 

© STUDIO SEVEN 

Decapitated, Thy Art Is 
Murder, Fallujah, Ghost 
Bath, Dismembering 
Mary, Aethereus, 5:30 pm, 
$20/$25 

VARIOUS LOCATIONS 

Oak Harbor Music Festival, 
free 

© WATERFRONT PARK 

Americana Festival, noon, 
free 

p rx+4 

THE ANGRY BEAVER 

Jazz at the Beaver, 9 pm, 
free 

CAPITOL CIDER 

Sunday Night Jazz Flights, 

6 pm, free 

DARRELL’S TAVERN 

Sunday Night Jazz Jam, 

8 pm, free 

★ JAZZ ALLEY 

Cecile McLorin Salvant, 

7:30 pm, $34.50 
© TRIPLE DOOR 
Andy McKee, 7 pm, 
$25/$27.50 

ED 

BALTIC ROOM 

Resurrection Sundays, 

9 pm-2 am, $5 

★ CENTURY BALLROOM 
Timberline Sundays, 

3-8 pm, $ 5/$ 1 0 
CIUDAD Day Shift, 

3- 10 pm, $10-$25 
CONTOUR 

Top A Top, 9 pm, free 
CUFF Sunday Tea Dance, 

5-1 1 pm, free 

★ THE EAGLE Scrum & 
Tackle, 9 pm-2 am 
KREMWERK Fraktured, 9 
pm-2 am, $10 
MONKEY LOFT 
Talcum Labor Day Party!, 

10 pm-2 am, $10 
NECTAR Latin & Indian 
Night, 9 pm, $15 
NEIGHBOURS Noche 
Latino, 10 pm-2 am, $5 
NEUMOS NY STATE OF 
MIND, 9 pm, $5 

PONY The World's Tiniest 
Tea Dance, 4-9 pm, free 
Q NIGHTCLUB 
Poropalooza, 9 pm-2 am, 
f ree/$ 1 5 

R PLACE Homo Hop, 

10 pm 

★ RE-BAR Flammable, 

10 pm-3 am, $10 
RENDEZVOUS Onry 
Ozzborn, Kung Foo Grip, 
LA, DJ El Mizell, 10 pm, 

$12 

★ TIMBRE ROOM 

World Beat Sundays, 

4- 9 pm, $5 

★ © TULA’S 

Jim Cutler Jazz Orchestra, 
7:30 pm, $10 

★ VITO’S RESTAURANT 


& LOUNGE The Ron 
Weinstein Trio, 9:30 pm, 
free 


CLASSICAL/OPERA 


★ © ST. MARK’S 
CATHEDRAL Compline 
Choir, 9:30 pm, free 


MON 9/4 


CHATEAU STE. MICHELLE 

The Australian Pink Floyd 
Show, 7 pm, $39.50/$59.50 

HIGHLINE 

Lawn Chairs with Young 
Go Hards, 9 pm, $7/$10 
© HIRAM M. CHITTENDEN 
LOCKS Michael Clune & 
Sleep till Noon Band, 2 
pm, free 

LUCKY LIQUOR Sid Law, 

3-6 pm 

SUNSET TAVERN 

Thunder! Synthwave 
Night, 8:30 pm, $8 

Wh\+A 

SMITH TOWER First 
Monday Music, 8-11 pm, 
$15 

un 

BALTIC ROOM Jam Jam:, 

9 pm, $10 

★ BAR SUE Motown on 
Mondays, 10 pm, free 

★ MONKEY LOFT Labor 
of Love : A Labor Day 
Rooftop Party, 2-10 pm, 

$15 

PONY Fruit, 9 pm, free 


CLASSICAL/OPERA 


BLOEDEL RESERVE The 

Parsa Duo, 6:45 pm, $35- 
$50 


TUE 9/5 


© CROCODILE NOW, NOW, 
7 pm, $13 

JAZZ ALLEY The Dustbowl 
Revival and The Hot Club 
of Cowtown, 7:30 pm, 
$30.50 

© KEYARENA Lionel 
Richie with Mariah Carey, 

7 pm, $35-$369 
NEUMOS Quicksand with 
No Joy, 7:30 pm, $25 
SEAMONSTER LOUNGE 
SUP, 8 pm, free/$5 after 

9 pm 

STUDIO SEVEN Inquisition, 
UADA, Volahn, Inquinok, 

7 pm, $ 1 5/$ 1 7 
SUNSET TAVERN 
Parsonsfield, 8 pm, $10 
TIM’S TAVERN 
Rock-O-Taco Tuesdays, 

8 pm, free 
TRIPLE DOOR 
Washington Arts Alliance: 
From Studio to Stage, 

7:30 pm, $20/$25 

Wh\+A 

OWL N’ THISTLE Jazz with 
Eric Verlinde, 8 pm, free 
THE ROYAL ROOM ★ 

The Suffering Fuckheads, 

10 pm, free; Green blatt 
Generations Band, 8 pm, 
$15 

SEAMONSTER LOUNGE 

Joe Doria Presents, 

10 pm, free 
SPECKLED & DRAKE 
Bews & O'Brien, 9 pm- 
1 am, free 

ED 

BALTIC ROOM Drum & 
Bass Tuesdays, 10 pm, 
free 

★ HAVANA Real Love '90s, 

9 pm, $ 5/Free before 

R PLACE Turnt Up 2zdays, 

10 pm, free 


SEA MONSTER live music 


TUESDAYS w/ JOE DORIA 

Live B3 organ jazz funk 
9:30pm, $5 



WESTSOUND WEDNESDAYS 

Live soul and funk 9:30pm, $5 


LADIES NIGHT THURSDAYS 

9:30pm $5, Ladies in Free 

FUNKY 2 DEATH FRIDAYS 

Live funk and soul revue w/ 
DJ ROC PHIZZLE at 9pm $10 


LIVE SATURDAYS $10 

CUBAN ALL STARS 7pm 
700 FUNK 10pm 


SUNDAY LIVE JAZZ 

9pm free 


HAPPY HOUR 5-7 DAILY 

21+ ONLY 

2202 N 45th St * Seattle 
206 992-1120 

seamonsterlounge.com 



lb 




THU/AUGUST 31 

FRI/SEPTEMBER 1 • 7PM 

house of verlaine 


SAT/SEPTEMBER 2 

pieta brown w/ clarence bucaro 


SUN/SEPTEMBER 3 • 7Ph 
EMPORIUM PRESENTS 


andy mckee 


TUE/SEPTEMBER 5 • 7:30PM 

THE TRIPLE DOOR AND EMPORIUM 
PRESENTS THE WESTERN ARTS ALLIANCE 
MUSIC SHOWCASE 


holly bowling, david 
luning & andy mckee 


WED/SEPTEMBER 6 7:30PM 

THE TRIPLE DOOR AND EMPORIUM 
PRESENTS THE WESTERN ARTS ALLIANCE 


MUSIC SHOWCASE 


bria skonberg, we banjo 3 
& star anna 


next • 9/7 waa: the paperboys, guitar 
trios, banda magda • 9/8 & 9 sweet 
dreams, the music of patsy cline 

• 9/12 gogo penguin w/ 1939 ensemble 

• 9/13 uncle bonsai • 9/14 griffin house 

• 9/15, 16 & 17 captain smartypants and 
sensible shoes: so you think you can sing 

• 9/18 & 19 ottmar liebert & luna negra 


MUSICQUARIUM LOUNGE - NO COVER 

pike street stompers! edp usa 

closed for a private event until 10pm 
/ billy brandt w/ the thing & the stuff band 
tba brian nova jazz jam 
closed for the holiday danny godinez 


thetripledoor.net 


216 union street, Seattle • 206.838.4333 


College 

back to t< 
parents' 
ready to 




DON'T Ml 
PREMIERE 


To advertise, call 206-323-710 
or email adinfo@thestranger.cc 

SPACE RESERVATION DEADLINE: WED SEPTEMBER 2 

On Stands Septemi 




THURSDAY 8/31 

SASSYBLACK 

BLOSSOM + GOODSTEPH 


TICKETS GOING FAST! FRIDAY 9/1 

SHE WANTS REVENGE 

WILLIAM CONTROL + JACK BRUNO 


TICKETS GOING FAST! TUESDAY 9/5 

QUICKSAND 

NO JOY 


SATURDAY 9/9 

KNOWMADS 

COSMOS + 

ALL STAR OPERA + CALICO 


MONDAY 9/11 

HEATWARMER 

BABY CRAMPS + PETS 


WEDNESDAY 9/13 

PUP 


TICKETS GOING FAST! FRIDAY 9/15 

RAC 

NVDES 


WEDNESDAY 9/20 

TENNYSON 

DREAM JOURNAL 


FRIDAY 9/22 

TURKUAZ 

SINKANE 


SUNDAY 9/24 

ANDREW W.K. 

SPINNING WHIPS 


BflRBOZf] 

COMING UP NEXT 


WEDNESDAY 9/6 

MONSTERWATCH 

CRITTE + LANDMARKS 


FRIDAY 9/6 

GOLDNWOLF 

SOMETHING WITCHY 


SATURDAY 9/9 

XYLB 


SUNDAY 9/10 

COBI 


TUESDAY 9/12 

SMOKE SEASON 
+ ARMORS 

PATTERNIST 


WEEKLY FRIDAYS, SATURDAY 
DANCE NIGHTS FROM 10:30PM TO CLOSE 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE RUNAWAY 
NEUMOS.COM I THEBARBOZA.COM 


NEOMOS.COM | THEOARDOZA.COM | THERUHAWAYSEAnLE.COM 


925 EAST PIKE STREET, SEATTLE 























32 August 30, 2017 THE STRANGER 



MUSIC 



MARK LAN EGAN Studiously avoiding sweet oblivion. 

Croon for Improvement 

Mark Lanegan Brilliantly Explores New Territory on Gargoyle 

BY JAKE UITTI 


A fter more than 30 years in the mu- 
sic business, singer-songwriter 
Mark Lanegan has learned a few 
things about himself as a creative individual. 
For someone who at times begrudgingly took 
on the role of lead singer for the bands he’s 
fronted — most notably 

the Screaming Trees — 

Lanegan has grown leaps 
and bounds as a songwrit- 
er and, particularly, as a 
frontman. So much so that 
he still finds surprises in 
his line of work. 

The measured, grav- 
elly-voiced musician, who 
played the Showbox to a 
large crowd on August 24 
with his Mark Lanegan 
Band, says that in the early days, he and 
his fellow players in the Screaming Trees (a 
group born in Ellensburg in 1985 who scored 
a platinum single, “Nearly Lost You,” from 
the Singles soundtrack) were “learning as 
we went along — and we were slow learn- 
ers.” But Lanegan, who perhaps more than 
anyone else epitomized the 1990s grunge era 


with his disaffected eyes and long red hair, 
says he feels more “on the ball now” as a 
writer, and he knows “how to sing and write 
songs in a way that feels natural.” 

This focused sense of creativity shows on 
his latest solo album, Gargoyle , released in 
April. The record bumps, 
laments, and rolls, of- 
fering a bracing range 
of emotions. It’s part 
Trent Reznor, like on the 
industrial-sounding open- 
ing track, “Death’s Head 
Tattoo,” and part teary- 
eyed balladry, like on the 
romantic yet sorrowful 
“Goodbye to Beauty,” on 
which Lanegan croons 
over twinkling guitar, 
“Day follows nigh t/Nightf all is day/Goodbye 
to beauty.” 

On Gargoyle , Lanegan more than ever 
makes the leap from raspy rocker with a 
sordid heart to Leonard Cohen on “Tower 
of Song”-style reporter of the botched way 
of the world — and how life will likely always 
go this way. “On the water still/My boat 


violently shaking,” he sings on the rollick- 
ing “Emperor,” adding, “Who’s left to kill?/ 
Just the emperor.” The song stands out as 
the most radio-friendly track on the 10-song, 
41 -minute full-length. 

But Gargoyle is not the only work 
Lanegan’s released this year. In August, 
the singer released I Am 
the Wolf, a book composed 
of his career lyric writings; 
the tome spans his creative 
years from 1989 through 
2017. Yet, despite such an 
achievement, Lanegan of- 
fers typical apathy instead 
of exuberance when reflect- 
ing upon it. “Somebody 
suggested it,” he laughs, 
almost solemnly. “I was 
looking to have something 
to sell at shows, so I did it. It’s cool, sure. 
It’s great.” 

Nevertheless, Lanegan says he may un- 
dertake the writing process again, maybe 
even attempt a memoir. “Something more 
satisfying,” he offers. “I’ll say this about 
the book-writing process: There wasn’t a 


lot of joy.” 

Recording music has proven to be 
Lanegan’s most enjoyable creative endeavor. 
“It’s where you get to make the document of 
this thing you’ve created,” he explains. “Re- 
cording is the most satisfying stage of making 
music.” While he’s continuing to learn to en- 
joy live performance more, “it’s not nearly 
as gratifying as writing a record or writing 
songs for a record,” he admits. 

But, of course, the whole recording pro- 
cess itself has changed in the three decades 
Lanegan has been in the scene. And he’s had 
to adapt. “When Pro Tools first came along, 
I was highly suspicious of it,” he says. “I was 
used to making records on old eight-track 
machines. But after seeing the ease with 
which you can make records now, I fell right 
in line. I’m happy to make records in a mod- 
ern way.” 

It’s easy for some to be self-deprecating 
when reflecting on their own storied ca- 
reers. Lanegan says he and his bandmates 
in those early days weren’t “savvy enough” 
to write intricate songs with key changes 
and, say, Radiohead-style ebbs and flows. 
Nevertheless, despite the band’s raw, 
headfirst method of playing and writing, 
Lanegan says nobody ever told him to slow 
down. “I’m glad to have had the opportuni- 
ties I’ve had,” he reflects. “And glad I still 
get to create music and some people want 
to come out to hear it. I feel blessed.” And 
while there’s “probably a million things” 
he’d do differently with his career in hind- 
sight, he feels content with his place in the 
pantheon of songwriters. 

And it’s living within this world of song- 
writers that’s always fueled him, both as an 
artist and, simply, as a human being. “I’m a 
fan of music,” he says. “Music has healing 
qualities. I know this because I feel it and I 
hear people say it all the time. People always 
say, ‘Music did this for me, did that for me,’ 
and I’ve been around long enough to hear 
people say that kind of stuff to me, about my 
music. I appreciate it.” 

Despite his connectedness to the song- 
writers and fans past, present, and future, 
Lanegan says the majority of his responsi- 
bility as an artist is to himself. “If people 
are paying money to come see a show,” he 
says, “I feel a responsibility to do my best 
to sing to the best of my ability and hope- 
fully give them something to enjoy. But 
other than that, my responsibility is to my- 
self, to continue to make music that I enjoy, 
and if anybody else enjoys it, it’s icing on 
the cake.” 

Either way, Lanegan 
keeps writing and produc- 
ing — as with Gargoyle , an 
album Lanegan says he 
found “enjoyable” to cre- 
ate. “It has a beginning, 
a middle, and an end,” he 
says. “It holds together and 
has some songs in there I’m 
going to enjoy playing live.” 

One of the most eminent 
figures in Seattle music his- 
tory, Lanegan says he is still 
experiencing revelations in his art-making 
journey. “Like on ‘Emperor,’” he says. “It’s 
jaunty; it has a sort of bounce to it. I don’t 
think I’d done anything like that before.” The 
song’s proof that Lanegan can still innovate, 
even three-plus decades into his eventful mu- 
sical career. ■ 


Lanegan, who 
epitomized the 1990s 
grunge era with his 
disaffected eyes and 
long red hair, says he 
feels more “on the 
ball now.” 
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LOS DUG DUG’S As seen on the cover of 197Jfs Cambia, Cambia. 


Why Should I Give a Fuck 
About. . . Los Dug Dug’s? 

This Could Be Your Last Chance to See 
Mexico’s Legendary Psych-Rockers 

BY DAVE SEGAL 


Years Active: 53 (with sporadic breaks). 

Provenance: Durango, Mexico. 

Essential Albums: Dug Dug’s; Smog; 
Cambia, Cambia; El Loco. 

Essential Songs: “Lost in My World,” 
“Smog,” “A1 Diablo la Gente,” “Stupid 
People (Gente Estupido),” 

“Cual Es Tu Nombre?,” “Yo 
No Se,” “No Te Asustes (Es 
Solo Vivir),” “Hagamoslo 
Ahora — 2da. Parte, Popurri,” 

“No Somos Malos,” “Felicidad,” “El Loco,” 
“Let’s Make It Now,” “El Amor — I Love You 
More,” “Eclipse,” “Hanky Panky,” “No, Si, 
Yo, Tu, Ya.” 

Influenced by: The Beatles, Jethro Tull, La 
Revolution de Emiliano Zapata, Blue Cheer. 

Influence on: The High Fidelity Orchestra, 
Dungen, Oh Sees, Morgan Delt, King Giz- 
zard & the Lizard Wizard. 

Precautions: Most rock bands that have 
been going for more than 50 years are, to put 
it charitably, not operat- 
ing at the peak of their 
powers. To state the ob- 
vious, rock has proved 
itself to be primarily a 
young person’s game, 
and we should maintain 
skepticism toward any 
group whose members 
have reached retirement age. However, live 
footage of Los Dug Dug’s from two years ago 
reveals a unit still capable of sparking excit- 
ing rock action. One more precaution: Our 
current government’s heinous stance toward 
foreigners — including the president’s nox- 
ious smear of Mexican immigrants — makes 
one uneasy about non-American artists’ abil- 
ity to enter this country. Let us hope that Los 
Dug Dug’s manage to avoid any such cus- 
toms bullshit. 

Why You Should Give a Fuck: Some rock 
bands possess an incorruptible spirit and in- 
domitable power that enable their songs to 
weather the vagaries of trends and to emerge 


sounding vital decades after their creation. 
Los Dug Dug’s (originally known as Xippos 
Rock) are one of that special breed. Their 
creative apex didn’t last all that long — from 
1971 to 1978 — but over those four albums 
(see the titles above), they forged a body of 
work that combines combustibility with deli- 
cacy on a scale few can match. 

Now in his early 70s, guitarist/vocalist 
Armando Nava exudes a rib- 
ald charisma on the mic, and 
his flamboyant, sinewy riff- 
ing on electric guitar helps to 
elevate Los Dug Dug’s songs 
to dramatic heights. For example, perhaps 
the group’s best-known song, “Lost in My 
World,” boasts a theme — following an ini- 
tial sampled explosion and plangent guitar 
intro — that’s as gripping as Beethoven’s 
Symphony No. 9. With Nava’s psychedeli- 
cally delayed voice leading the way, Los Dug 
Dug’s create a harrowing sonic universe 
that’s at once expansive and claustropho- 
bic, like some of your most memorable drug 
trips, no doubt. (Trivia: The tune has been 
stuck in my head for two days now, and 
counting.) 

Another should’ve-been-hit, “Smog,” rides 
one of the most adrenal- 
izing flute motifs this 
side of Kraftwerk’s first 
album into a hard-charg- 
ing sortie of fragrant 
prog. It’s up there with 
the greatest songs 
about pollution, like Joni 
Mitchell’s “Yellow Taxi,” 
Franco Battiato’s “Pollution,” Marvin Gaye’s 
“Mercy Mercy Me (The Ecology),” X-Ray 
Spex’s “The Day the World Turned Day- 
Glo,” Ween’s “Ocean Man,” and Neil Young’s 
“After the Gold Rush.” 

Los Dug Dug’s are also famous for being 
the first Mexican group to sing in English 
and to cover the Beatles. The latter band’s 
penchant for dulcet melodies creeps into Los 
Dug Dug’s sound throughout their catalog, 
but, honestly, this mode — as pleasant as it 
is — is not their strength. No, Los Dug Dug’s 
really excel when they’re raunching it up, pil- 
ing on the dazzling distortion, and vamoosing 
down the road of excess to reach the palace of 
gee-whizdom. ■ 


Northwest Psych Fest 

Sept 1 -3, Sunset Tavern 
Los Dug Dug’s play Sat Sept 2 


Los Dug Dug’s 
really excel when 
they’re raunching 
it up. 



ALL SHOWS / ALL AGES BAR W/ID UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED 
JUST OFF 1ST AVE SOUTH - 110 S. HORTON 


More Info 206-286-1312 or www.studioseven.us 


SUN 9/3 5:30PM 

DECAPITATED 

thy art 




D§ MURDER 

FALLUJAH / GHOST BATH 
DISMEMBERING MARY 

AETHEREUS B 



TWIZTID 20 YEAR ANNIV. / 
MOONSHINE BANDITS / BLAZE YA DEAD HOMIE 
BOBAFLEX / BEITTHEMEANS / CROWSKULL/ METHOD 
13 / OF THE HEAVY SUN METRO STATION AVOID 
/ RUCKER SOULFLY DOES NAILBOMB 
KISW PRESENTS - MIGS FEST II / WINDOWPANE 
- WYATT OLNEY & THE WRECKAGE (CD RELEASE 
SHOW)- VAN EPS - BRUISER BRODY CATTLE 
DECAPITATION / REVOCATION / FULL OF HELL 


fllGHLINj; 

Thursday, August 31 

VHS 

Constant Lovers 
Steal Shit Do Drugs 
Miscomings 

9PM $8-$10 

Friday, September 1 
Mechanismus Presents 

STRAP ON HALO 
Adrian H And The Wounds 
Pill Brigade, Alice 

9PM $10-$ 15 

Saturday, September 2 

WOLFGANG FUCK 
Bad Future 
Sashay 

9PM $7 

Sunday, September 3 

THE KINGS 
Rundown Kreeps 
Simple Minded Symphony, 

Echo Shot, Day Labor, Landrace 

8PM $9-$12 

Monday, September 4 

LAWN CHAIRS 

Young Go Hards 

9PM $7-$10 

Tuesday, September 5 

WOVENHAND 

King Dude, Witch Bottle 

8PM $15-$20 

www.highlineseattle.com 

210 Broadway Ave E • 21+ 
Dinner service everyday 5-llpm 


TRUE WEST PRESENTS 


f * * * 
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER TO™ 
NEPTUNE THEATRE 
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WEDNESDAY. OCTOBER 4 VA 
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Wtu & THU. OCTOBER 4 & 5™ 
NEPTUNE THEATRE 
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4329 University Way NE Seattle, WA 98105 

MOVIE LINE: 206-632-7218 

FRI 9/1 - THU 9/7 



Unlocked (R) 

Leap! (Ballerina) (PG) 

Step (PG) 

Cars 3 (G) 

^ PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR SHOWTIMES AND MORE! A 


www.farawayentertainment.com 




FILM/TV 



Two Comedians Go on Another Trip, 
Eat Food, and Think About Aging 

The Trip to Spain Is the Strongest Trip in the Trip Series 

BY JULIA RABAN 


S teve Coogan and Rob Brydon’s 
latest rambling comedy tour, The 
Trip to Spain, might come off in 
the previews as a stale, egotistical movie full 
of chatter and worn-out impressions — but 
like the previous films in the series, it offers 
the right mixture of melancholia and laughter 
by poking fun at the grandiose, 
sometimes destructive tenden- 
cies of the central characters. 

The franchise, directed by 
Michael Winterbottom ( Wel- 
come to Sarajevo, Wonderland, 

2Jp Hour Party People), is based on a semi-im- 
provised BBC2 TV program in which Coogan 
and Brydon (both British comedians, both 
great at impressions, one much cheerier than 
the other) go on gorgeous, literary-inspired 
food tours. Each of the three movies in the 
series is edited down from a six-episode tele- 
vision season, upping the pace of the film 
versions and adding some urgency to the 
duo’s incessant jabber. 

The first movie, The Trip (2011), takes 
Coogan and Brydon to Northern England, 
where they play versions of themselves riff- 
ing, impersonating Michael Caine, gorging 
on scallops, and reciting poetry in the former 
homes of Wordsworth and Coleridge. Coogan 
had planned on taking his sort-of girlfriend 
Mischa along, but she (unsurprisingly, from 
the state of their relationship) backed out at 
the last minute. So the comedians begrudging 
play the odd couple under the flimsy pretense 
that Coogan is writing something for the 
Observer. Coogan extends his graceful invita- 
tion: “I’ve asked other people, but they’re all 
too busy.” 

The Trip isn’t about food at all — it’s an 
afterthought, a decoration. Instead, the film 
grapples with the recurring themes of iden- 
tity and purpose by setting up a Coogan vs. 
Brydon cage match, in which their respec- 
tive careers and lifestyles are portrayed as 
polar opposites: Coogan is dating, fucking, 
grasping, reaching, pursuing stardom and 


artistic fulfillment, while Brydon is content 
with his lucrative comedy career and stable 
family. Neither of them wants to be on this 
journey, and a bit too much effort is put into 
making them seem like rivals. Because the 
duo’s appeal lies in their easy chemistry, 
their neurotic and salty jabs quickly become 
tedious. But the laughs keep 
coming and are still strong. One 
of the movie’s best moments is 
when Coogan, failing to imitate 
Brydon’s famous “Small Man in 
a Box” vocal affect, looks in the 
mirror and quietly says, “I don’t care about 
silly voices,” and then smiles weakly as his 
eyes well up with tears. 

The second installment is The Trip to 
Italy, and it’s funnier, breezier, and smarter. 
This film breaks down the Coogan/Brydon 
dichotomy, complicating Brydon’s role as the 
model(ish) husband and father and giving him 
the chance to play a more believable and com- 
plicated character. Coogan and Brydon retain 
most of their snarky wit, but their barbs are a 
little softer and more good-natured. The very 
brief glimpses of Italian food look delicious. 
Even the landscape is brighter. And while 
The Trip had a number of historical and liter- 
ary influences, The Trip to Italy relies on the 
pair’s fascination with Byron and Shelley, and 
the recitations (which often double as impres- 
sions) are pure fun. 

The literary references take center stage 
in the most recent and strongest installment, 
The Trip to Spain, which presents Coogan and 
Brydon as versions of Don Quixote and Sancho 
Panza. In their travels through both England 
and Italy, they’ve explored questions of mor- 
tality and purpose while poring through the 
words and histories of some of society’s great- 
est authors, walking on the same floors as the 
great writers did, saying their great words 
aloud. They like to stay in the same rooms that 
famous people have slept in, they quietly com- 
pare their experiences to the lives of people 
with notable names, they keep track of every 


time they’re recognized in public, and they 
openly discuss their relative levels of stardom. 
Brydon boasts that David Bowie followed him 
on Twitter before his death; Coogan awkward- 
ly and obliviously informs a waitress that he 
was nominated for an Oscar. They survive on 
grandiosity, and Don Quixote’s hubristic quest 
is a perfect parallel. 

But their haughty self-confidence is only 
funny because it’s accompanied by paralyz- 
ing self-doubt. It seeps into their interactions 
and meaning-of-life discussions. At one point, 
Coogan and Brydon, now both in their 50s, 
emphatically repeat “We’re in the prime 
of our lives!” to each other over and over 
again, with wide eyes and a firm tone, until 
they believe it. Coogan is especially great at 
conveying the carefully balanced ego of a co- 
median, ricocheting between arrogance and 
self-loathing. He loves giving lectures on his- 
tory and geography but hates receiving them; 
he mumbles in response to Brydon’s success- 
es and his eyes glimmer with delight at the 
mention of his friend’s failures. 

The Trip to Spain is more cinematic and 
plot-driven than the previous films. It also 
focuses more on Coogan than Brydon, to the 
point where the final section of the film fea- 
tures Coogan traveling alone through Spain 
and North Africa, aimlessly trying to make a 
life-altering decision. The ending is deeply bi- 
zarre and entirely unexpected — I won’t spoil 
it — but it works as a jab at Coogan and his 
idealistic self-importance. 

If you’re truly interested in the details 
of regional cuisine, this series will be disap- 
pointing. But it works as a very funny take on 
the way comedians entertain themselves, an 
exploration of midlife crises, a meditation on 
history and meaning, a collection of strange 
but well-executed voices and impressions, and 
a decidedly un-sappy celebration of friendship. 
It’s smart but light. If The Trip’s high-strung 
chatter grated on you, give Coogan and 
Brydon another shot with The Trip to Spain — 
their formula is changing, and for the better. ■ 


The Trip to Spain 

dir. Michael Winterbottom 
SIFF Cinema Uptown 
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FREE WILL ASTROLOGY 

BY ROB BREZSNY 


For the Week of August 30 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): "We are continually faced by great op- 
portunities brilliantly disguised as insoluble problems," said businessman 
Lee lacocca. You are currently wrestling with an example of this phenom- 
enon, Aries. The camouflage is well-rendered. To expose the opportunity 
hidden beneath the apparent dilemma, you may have to be more stra- 
tegic and less straightforward than you usually are — cagier and not as 
blunt. Can you manage that? I think so. Once you crack the riddle, taking 
advantage of the opportunity should be interesting. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Close your eyes and imagine this: You and 
a beloved ally get lost in an enchanted forest, discover a mysterious trea- 
sure, and find your way back to civilization just before dark. Now visualize 
this: You give a dear companion a photo of your face taken on every one 
of your birthdays, and the two of you spend hours talking about your 
evolution. Picture this: You and an exciting accomplice luxuriate in a sun- 
lit sanctuary surrounded by gourmet snacks as you listen to ecstatic music 
and bestow compliments on each other. These are examples of the kinds 
of experiments I invite you to try in the coming weeks. Dream up some 
more! Here's a keynote to inspire you: sacred fun. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): On their album Jefferson's Tree of Liberty, 
Jefferson Starship play a song I cowrote, "In a Crisis." On their album 
Deep Space/Virgin Sky, they cover another tune I cowrote, "Dark Ages." 
Have I received a share of the record sales? Not a penny. Am I upset? Not 
at all. I'm glad the songs are being heard and enjoyed. I'm gratified that 
a world-famous, multi-platinum band chose to record them. I'm pleased 
my musical creations are appreciated. Now here's my question for you, 
Gemini: Has some good thing of yours been "borrowed"? Have you 
wielded a benevolent influence that hasn't been fully acknowledged? I 
suggest you consider adopting an approach like mine. It's prime time to 
adjust your thinking about how your gifts and talents have been used, 
applied, or translated. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Author Roger von Oech tells us that cre- 
ativity often involves "the ability to take something out of one context 
and put it into another so that it takes on new meanings." According 
to my analysis of the astrological omens, this strategy could and should 
be your specialty in the coming weeks. "The first person to look at an 
oyster and think food had this ability," says von Oech. "So did the first 
person to look at sheep intestines and think guitar strings. And so did 
the first person to look at a perfume vaporizer and think gasoline car- 
buretor." Be on the lookout, Cancerian, for inventive substitutions and 
ingenious replacements. 

LEO (July 23-Aug 22): When famous socialite Nan Kempner was 
young, her mother took her shopping at Yves Saint Laurent's salon. Nan 
got fixated on a certain white satin suit, but her mean old mother re- 
fused to buy it for her. "You've already spent too much of your monthly 
allowance," her mom said. But the resourceful girl came up with a suc- 
cessful gambit. She broke into sobs and continued to cry nonstop until 
the store's clerks lowered the price to an amount she could afford. You 
know me, Leo: I don't usually recommend resorting to such extreme 
measures to get what you want. But now is one time when I am giving 
you a go-ahead to do just that. 

VIRGO (Aug 23-Sept 22): The computer scientist Tim Berners-Lee in- 
vented the miraculous communication system that we know as the World 
Wide Web. When asked if he had any regrets about his pioneering work, 
he named just one. There was no need for him to have inserted the 


double slash— "//"—after the "http:" in web addresses. He's sorry that 
internet users have had to type those irrelevant extra characters so many 
billions of times. Let this serve as a teaching story for you, Virgo. As you 
create innovations in the coming weeks, be mindful of how you shape 
the basic features. The details you include in the beginning may endure. 

LIBRA (Sept 23-Oct 22): The sadness you feel might be the most fertile 
sadness you have felt in a long time. At least potentially, it has tremen- 
dous motivating power. You could respond to it by mobilizing changes 
that would dramatically diminish the sadness you feel in the coming 
years, and also make it less likely that sadness-provoking events will come 
your way. So I invite you to express gratitude for your current sadness. 
That's the crucial first step if you want to harness it to work wonders. 

SCORPIO (Oct 23-Nov 21): "Don't hoot with the owls at night if you 
want to crow with the rooster in the morning," advised Miss Georgia 
during the Miss Teen USA Pageant. Although that's usually good counsel, 
it may not apply to you in the coming weeks. Why? Because your ca- 
pacity for revelry will be at an all-time high, as will your ability to be 
energized rather than drained by your revelry. It seems you have a 
special temporary superpower that enables you both to have maximum 
fun and get a lot of work done. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22-Dec 21): During this phase of your astrological 
cycle, it makes sense to express more leadership. If you're already a 
pretty good guide or role model, you will have the power to boost your 
benevolent influence to an even higher level. For inspiration, listen to 
educator Peter Drucker: "Leadership is not magnetic personality. That 
can just as well be a glib tongue. It is not 'making friends and influencing 
people.' That is flattery. Leadership is lifting a person's vision to higher 
sights, raising a person's performance to a higher standard, building a 
personality beyond its normal limitations." 

CAPRICORN (Dec 22-Jan 19): "One should always be a little improb- 
able," said Oscar Wilde. That's advice I wouldn't normally give a Capri- 
corn. You thrive on being grounded and straightforward. But I'm making 
an exception now. The astrological omens compel me. So what does it 
mean, exactly? How might you be "improbable"? Here are suggestions 
to get you started. (1) Be on the lookout for inspiring ways to surprise 
yourself. (2) Elude any warped expectations that people have of you. 
(3) Be willing to change your mind. Open yourself up to evidence that 
contradicts your theories and beliefs. (4) Use telepathy to contact Oscar 
Wilde in your dreams and ask him to help you stir up some benevolent 
mischief or compassionate trouble. 

AQUARIUS (Jan 20-Feb 18): A modern Israeli woman named Shoshana 
Hadad got into trouble because of an event that occurred long before 
she was born. In 580 BC, one of her male ancestors married a divorced 
woman, which at that time was regarded as a sin. Religious authorities 
decreed that as punishment, none of his descendants could ever wed a 
member of the Cohen tribe. But Hadad did just that, which prompted 
rabbis to declare her union with Masoud Cohen illegal. I bring this tale 
to your attention as a way to illustrate the possibility that you, too, may 
soon have to deal with the consequences of past events. But now that 
I have forewarned you, I expect you will act wisely, not rashly. You will 
pass a tricky test and resolve the old matter for good. 

PISCES (Feb 19-March 20): Want to live to be 100? Then be as boring 
as possible. That's the conclusion of longevity researchers, as reported by 
the Weekly World News. To ensure a maximum life span, you should do 
nothing that excites you. You should cultivate a neutral, blah personality, 
and never travel far from home. JUST KIDDING! I lied. The Weekly World 
News is in fact a famous purveyor of fake news. The truth, according to 
my analysis of the astrological omens, is that you should be less boring in 
the next seven weeks than you have ever been in your life. To do so will 
be superb for your health, your wealth, and your future. ■ 
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Going Beyond Cold 
Brew with the City’s 
Biggest Coffee Nerds 

BY NAOMI TOMKY 


ometimes I just like my usual 
espresso drink, but over ice,” a 
friend admits. We’re talking about 
cold brew, the trendiest of coffees, and he looks 
as if he just confessed to preferring gas-station 
burritos to his local taqueria. In fact, he’s ac- 
tually in accordance with many baristas and 
coffee nerds. While cold brew has increasingly 
taken over much of the cold coffee market — 
you can now find it in every grocery store and 
corporate coffee chain in America — coffee con- 
noisseurs see it more as a means to an end than 
a good way to extract flavor from coffee beans. 

Cold brew “usually tastes like a Tootsie 
Roll,” says Jill Killen, the straight-shooting 
owner of Seattle coffee shops El Diablo, Roy- 
al Drummer, and Cloud City Coffee (and a 
member of the Specialty Coffee Association’s 
brewing committee). Killen’s director of coffee, 
Neil Oney, personally likes cold brew, but he 
says that not everyone is doing is right. 

“With cold brew, you tend to not get the high 
notes,” Oney explains. At Royal Drummer, they 
use a method called Japanese flash brewing, 
which involves first “blooming” coffee grounds 
in hot water, then pouring them over ice water 
to stop the extraction process, before moving 
into the traditional cold-brew steep. This draws 
out subtle flavors and then locks them in. 

Even at Anchorhead Coffee, a company that 
built its brand on cold brew, training manager 
Ross Bemish admits that most professionals 
agree that hot coffee is just better. “Cold brew 
makes for this nice off-hour coffee, for the af- 
ternoon or in the car,” he says. “It serves a 
grab-and-go lifestyle.” Now that the ready- 
to-drink market is saturated, the next step 
in setting Anchorhead apart, Bemish says, is 
showing people what the company can do with 
roasting and sourcing. 

As Anchorhead expands — they have a 
flagship location in downtown Seattle and are 
opening in Issaquah at the end of September — 
the company is diversifying its approach to 
coffee and expanding its selection of specialty 
drinks. They are more like cocktails now, and 


baristas more like bartenders. Anchorhead 
uses the cold brew to make a nitrogenated mint 
latte and concentrates to make a cold-brew co- 
lada. “People are leaning into that higher price 
point,” says Bemish, “and baristas are shaking 
drinks — it’s awesome.” 

Killen agrees, and Royal Drummer’s menu 
also offers a rotating selection of specialty 
drinks, including the Americola — a coffee/Coke 
mix that originated in Atlanta — and a black- 
berry cold brew with house-made blackberry 
syrup. “We have employees who love to make 
drinks,” Killen says, and she’s happy to hand 
over the creative reins and let them experiment. 

Amy Hattemer, the manager of La Mar- 
zocco Cafe and Showroom, tells me that each 
month the cafe has a new “coffee in residence.” 
Hattemer is constantly talking to the world’s 
best coffee producers about how they can best 
show off their beans, and in these conversa- 
tions, Hattemer says she doesn’t hear much 
about cold brew, but she does hear about Japa- 
nese flash brew. The subtle differences between 
the two may be lost on customers today, but 
Hattemer thinks that in the future, coffee will 
be treated more like beer: People understand 
the difference between an IPA and a stout, and 
eventually they’ll understand the differences 
between cold brew and flash brew. 

La Marzocco doesn’t dictate what should 
or shouldn’t be on the cafe menu, and that 
means baristas can spend a lot of time explain- 
ing what they offer beyond simple cold brew. 
Sometimes that’s the Four Barrel flash brew, 
pushed by nitrogen, and sometimes it’s a spe- 
cialty drink with espresso, cucumber water, 
and simple syrup. Still, “customers love cold 
brew,” Hattemer says. 

Regardless of what people are drinking, An- 
chorhead’s Bemish appreciates that technique 
is at the forefront of coffee brewing today. But 
in the end, he says, it’s all about enjoying what 
you’re drinking — whether it’s an iced latte with 
a shot of shame like my friend, a Japanese flash 
brew, or an exotic specialty drink. “We just try 
to get adults to drink fun beverages.” ■ 
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For the past few months, you've been 
posing with every publicly accessible 
blue mailbox in Seattle and document- 
ing it on your website. Mailboxes of 
Seattle. Why? 

Over the last several years, I've done 
numerous large-scale photography projects 
that have featured up to 100 naked people 
each. I wanted to take a break from that, 
and I couldn't think of anything more dif- 
ferent from a naked person than a mailbox. 


What's been your favorite one so far? 

I have a peculiar fondness for the mail- 
box that's inside Northgate Mall, tucked 
into a service hallway next to Macy's. 

There's a beautiful sadness to it — an object 
that's meant to be outdoors, yet it's trapped 
in a mall dutifully performing its job. 

What's something you've learned 
about mailboxes that's surprised you? 

The ones with the tapered chute on the 
front are called snorkel boxes, which I think 


is a fantastic name. It conjures up an image 
of a herd of mailboxes slowly crossing a 
river, moving steadily while keeping their 
snorkels safely above the water. 

What do mailboxes have to teach us? 

The most important thing they can teach 
us is to keep our skill sets updated. They 
learned how to do only one thing — in- 
gest mail — and with the demand for that 
steadily decreasing, they don't have many 
alternate career paths available. ■ 
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